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The Month 


ANTI-SEMITIC CREST 


OLAND has now become the forefront of 
European anti-Semitism. Its government 
still officially repudiates the Nazi ideology but its 
persistent policies of anti-Jewish economic dis- 
crimination and its tolerance of atrocities against 
Jews have brought their inevitable consequences. 
Within the last three months, well-organized Po- 
lish pogroms resulted in the death of over eighty 
Jews and the injury of some four hundred. While 
this toll kept Poland on the top of the anti-Sem- 
itic crest, Rumania is following as a close second. 
A hundred Jewish lawyers have been summarily 
erased from the accredited list of practicing Ru- 
manian attorneys. And in Czudyn, following a 
conference of the Cuzist-Goga anti-Semitic party, 
about six hundred Cuzists attacked Jewish pedes- 
trians, smashed windows of Jewish homes, and 
seriously injured several Jews. Moreover, peas- 
ants armed with sticks and guns beat up Jews, 
robbed their stores, and desecrated a synagogue 
in Andovisht. Jews in Kishinev are now afraid 
to leave their homes after dark. No material 
changes mark the Jewish situation in Germany. 
As per schedule, Jewish children between the ages 


of six and fourteen are now excluded from all 
public schools and Jewish business is continually 
“purified” by process of transfer into Aryan 
hands. Nazi activities are steadily expanding be- 
yond Fatherland borders. Hitler’s Reichsmarks 
are helping to finance in Jugoslavia an anti-Jewish 
propaganda which is menacing a Jewish popula- 
tion of 75,000. And leaders in Austria—despite 
their anti-Hitler sympathies—apparently have 
decided to end what they call “the ostrich policy 
in the Jewish question”. The government-cen- 
sored press is carrying pages of printed material 
to the effect that “disruptive Jewish influence in 
art, literature, the theatre, films, newspapers, 
schools, psychiatry, and the business world” 
should be eliminated through ‘‘a proportional ex- 
pulsion of Jews from influential and responsible 
posts in Austria”. The only cheering news items 
concerning the Jewish situation are the press no- 
tices that one hundred and fourteen German-Jew- 
ish refugees entered the United States as per- 
manent residents and that thirty others were ad- 
mitted on a six-months’ visa. The report of the 
Jewish Agency for Palestine concerning the ad- 
mission of 36,372 Jews in Palestine during the 
last three years; the progress of the United Pal- 
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estine Appeal and of the J.D.C. Campaign; and 
the preparations for the impending World Jew- 
ish Congress. According to its tentative pro- 
gram, the Jewish Congress proposes not only to 
create an Executive Committee for the defense of 
civil, political, and economic rights of the Jews. 
It will also cooperate in economic reconstruction 
activities, and set up an institution for the regu- 
lation and co-ordination of all Jewish emigration 
agencies. 


WARSAW VIA WASHINGTON 


ON OCTOBER ist, 1794, there appeared in 
the official “Gazette” of Warsaw, an appeal 
by a certain Berek Yosselevich. Berek was or- 
ganizing a legion of Polish Jews to fight for their 
country against the invading Russians. Here are 
some of the high notes in his clarion call: ‘Listen, 
ye sons of the tribes of Israel—all that are will- 
ing to help in the struggle for the fatherland. . . . 
Know ye that now the time hath come to conse- 
crate to this all our strength. . .. Why should we 
not be ready to lay down our lives like the noble 
children of the Shlaktah? Has not freedom been 
promised to us as sincerely as it has to all the 
others? But first we must show that we are 
worthy of it. Let us fight for our country as long 
as a drop of blood is left in us! Though we our- 
selves may not live to see this (our freedom), at 
least our children will live in tranquility and free- 
dom, and will not roam about like wild beasts.” 
Berek’s noble legion of 500 was destroyed al- 
most to a man at the barricades before Warsaw. 
One hundred and forty years later, a free and in- 
dependent Poland rewards the grandchildren of 
Berek’s legionaires by freezing the economic life- 
blood out of their veins, by condemning at least 
two million Jews to slow and agonizing starva- 
tion. The Polish Government through its mon- 
opoly of various industries, the control of taxes, 
the issuance of licenses, has wound a poisoned 
tentacle around the necks of two out of every 
three Jews in Poland. Even strangulation comes 
slowly to a stiff-necked people. What with the 
J.D.C., the Ort and the slow but steady immigra- 
tion to Palestine, it was hoped that somehow the 
bulk of Polish Jewry would be saved. Lately, 
however, the need for a quick and ready scape- 
goat in the political scene and the pernicious in- 
fluence of heavily subsidized Nazi propaganda 
have speeded the process of extermination. Cold 
pogroms do not make good political capital. The 
Nazis are convincing the Poles that fire and the 
flow of blood make better circuses. The Poles 
are not hard to convince. The present economic 
stringency has awakened a traditional taste for 
Jewish blood. Jesuit priests are furnishing the 
highest religious sanctions for today’s throat-cut- 
ting. The Jews of Poland are in a trap. They 
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can do little for themselves. They are even too 
weak to sell their lives dearly. The Jewish self- 
defense is a pious but futile gesture. 

What are the Jews outside of Poland doing? 
They are protesting; they are raising money for 
relief; they are giving advice. The Zionists are 
pleading with a stolid British Government for 
more labor certificates. The Icor people are 
vaguely suggesting that it would be a fine gesture 
for Soviet Russia to open Biro-Bidjan to the 
masses of Polish Jewry. The Soviet replies that 
it might take a thousand if the Jews provide the 
fare. John Spivak, in the New Masses, advises 
the Polish Jews to fight it out on the home-ground. 
He offers vague but thrilling promises of millions 
of Polish peasants and workers who are ready 
to rise in revolt. The Jews do not feel this under- 
ground swelling and one cannot blame them for 
refusing to supply with their blood, the oil of 
revolution. The American Jewish Committee 
from its ivory tower on Madison Avenue issues 
through Cyrus Adler, a solemn warning to the 
Polish Chargé de Affaires in Washington that the 
anti-shechitah legislation ‘“‘would wound the sen- 
sibilities of a large body of American citizens in 
every way friendly to the people of Poland.” The 
Committee spokesman further informs Mr. Wlad- 
yslaw Sokolowski that “the Jewish method of 
slaughtering animals is in every way humane and 
hygienically desirable.” 

The American Jewish Congress called an Emer- 
gency Conference on Poland and issued a 16 point 
resolution in which the blame for the present situ- 
ation was placed squarely on the shoulders of the 
Polish Government. It reminds this miscreant 
that its official policy of cold pogrom is directly in 
violation of the pledges made by it in the Treaty 
of Versailles. The Conference calls upon the 
Government of the United States, ‘‘to intercede 
on behalf of the Jews of Poland” and “dedicate 
the attention of the League of Nations to the 
desperate position in which the Jews of Poland 
find themselves and calls upon the League to 
investigate these wrongs.” 

The American Federation of Labor and the 
Jewish Labor Committee including such repre- 
sentation as B. C. Vladeck, William Green, David 
Dubinsky, Joseph Schlossberg and Morris Fine- 
stone made a direct plea to the Secretary of State 
Hull asking for United States intervention on the 
grounds of humanity and because the Polish Re- 
public was established through the efforts of Presi- 
dent Wilson while the American people “have 
contributed money and lives in order to make the 
independence of Poland possible.”” What can we 
say of all these efforts? Only that they must be 
pursued — fervently, relentlessly pursued. The 
Government of the United States must be per- 
suaded to intervene. It failed us in the German 
situation. It must not fail us here. 
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What is Happening in Palestine? 


A? WE go to press it is still impossible to deter- 
mine whether the bloody disturbances in Pal- 
estine are completely over. The last dispatches 
received have been reassuring: There have been 
no new attacks on Jews and the rioting has been 
restricted to the Jaffa-Tel Aviv section. This does 
not mean however, that the forces behind these 
bestial attacks on Jews intentionally localized 
their “activities”. Judging from the character of 
the riots they were to serve as a signal for a 
campaign of destruction against all Jewish settle- 
ments. The wire-pullers of the Arab-nationalist 
pogrom movement undoubtedly wanted a repeti- 
tion of the events of 1929, only on a larger scale 
and with more tangible political results. If we 
are not unduly optimistic in our belief that the 
worst is over and that the government has the 
situation under control, the Arab instigators of 
the disturbances are bound to realize that their 
attempt has failed. Several more innocent victims 
have been buried in the Tel Aviv cemetery, but 
the profound mourning of the community, shared 
by world Jewry, will not weaken its will to build, 
grow and strike still deeper roots in Palestine. 

There is no occasion for panic in our ranks. It 
may be inevitable that our peaceful work of recon- 
struction be bound up with suffering and martyr- 
dom. Should such be the case we accept this des- 
tiny with full confidence in the final triumph of 
the moral power inherent in Zionism. 

We do not know whether our professional 
alarmists will again come forth with dark pro- 
phecies, and forebodings. We did not take them 
seriously in 1929 when they offered the brilliant 
advice that we take out “the handful of Jews” 
from Palestine. Between 1929 and 1936, “the 
handful of Jews” instead of fleeing, more than 
doubled its number. Their warnings will have 
no more effect now than then on those sections of 
our people who have a historical perspective and 
a will to live. 

This does not mean, however, that we are pre- 
pared to counsel a calm unconcern. Our front 
in Palestine is not broken, but the situation is 
grave. Unruffled tranquility would be folly. Our 
political problems in Palestine are not solved 
through the damming of a pogrom wave which 
threatened to engulf the land. Even the fact 
that our enemies have been obliged to put their 
guns and knives back into hiding does not mean 
that they have capitulated, and that we may return 
cheerfully to our daily tasks. A general strike is 
taking place in several large Arab centers. Though 
the economic significance of the strike is slight, its 
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political importance must not be underestimated. 
Incendiary propaganda, which cannot be silenced 
merely by government decree, is being spread 
throughout the country. Perhaps at no time have 
we been in so great-a need of watchfulness, en- 
ergy, tact and discipline as now. We must also 
have a clear unbiased conception of what is hap- 
pening. 

What are the direct causes of the present dif_i- 
culties in Palestine? It is impossible to thrust the 
onus of blame on any one factor, in order to find 
a guilty party. We must allocate the blame im- 
partially, without prejudice against others, and 
without mercy towards ourselves. 

First of all the Arabs are to blame. Their 
political leaders and demagogues who strive to 
utilize the tension created by war-rumors in the 
Near East within the past year are to blame. The 
backward, politically untutored Arab masses wlio 
furnish such readily inflammable material to un- 
scrupulous agitators, are to blame, though in a 
slighter measure. As long as they are blind to their 
own class interests, there will always be individuals 
ready to exploit their ignorance, their religious 
fanaticism, and their nationalist sentiments for 
ends alien to their welfare. Most to blame is the 
Arab terrorist band which has been in existence 
for some time and which cannot be considered as 
an ordinary criminal group organized for murder 
and pillage. This band bears every sign of being 
inspired by patriotic political motives. It would 
be short-sighted to view it as an aggregation of 
robbers who can readily be tracked down and 
wiped out by the police. Its members are pre- 
pared to make the extreme sacrifices characteristic 
of revolutionary parties. The government, as well 
as our movement, must reckon with this fact. This 
does not mean that we have to regard them as a 
revolutionary force in the progressive sense of 
the word. In essence they represent the opposite 
of revolution. They are thoroughly reactionary ‘ 
their political viewpoint, in so far as it has taken 
form, is out and out fascist. In addition, they 
have a generous portion of oriental religious fan- 
aticism. The readiness for individual sacrifice is 
by no means the special prerogative of true revo- 
lutionists—even the hosts of darkness have their 
saints. Fascism, in all countries, has had its he- 
roes and martyrs. The existence of the Arab ter- 
rorist band is a fact; its idealism is also a fact 
though it serves no genuine social ideal. 

No less guilty is the government. Though we 
realize that the crushing of the terrorists is no 
light task, we feel that the government did not 
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take sufficiently stringent measures at the right 
time in order to weaken their influence. Had the 
government expended the time, energy and money 
that it devotes to tracking down a few “‘illegal” 
Jewish immigrants, to discovering the identities of 
those “legal” residents who endanger the peace of 
the whole country through their criminal assaults, 
the situation would now be less serious. But the 
government displayed no special vigor in this re- 
gard. It tolerated incendiary propaganda in the 
Arab press. It permitted demonstrations in Nab- 
lus which shouted the slogan “Long live Al-Kas- 
sam’s spirit” (Al-Kassam was one of the terrorist 
murderers slain by the police, who has now been 
canonized by Arab leaders as a national hero.) 
After the debate in the English parliament con- 
cerning the Legislative Council—a debate which 
showed a sympathetic and understanding attitude 
toward Zionist aspirations, the government per- 
mitted the Mufti’s journal, “A Liva”’, to create the 
impression that all elements friendly to Zionism in 
England were in the pay of Jews. “The old Em- 
pire bows its head before Jews, because Jews have 
money,” or further “the Mandate is only appar- 
ently in English hands because Jews have pur- 
chased it long ago.” Another Arab paper “Fal- 
astin’”’ agitated openly for an alliance between the 
nationalist movement and Sir Oswald Mosley. 
The government seemed incapable of understand- 
ing that though it might be possible to treat fascist 
agitation humorously in-London, amusement was 
out of place in Jaffa. The entire German popula- 
tion of Palestine numbers barely three thousand. 
Assuming that every one of them is a Nazi, they 
are still unable to publish a daily newspaper with- 
out assistance. The fact that a Nazi paper began 
to appear in Jerusalem, was in itself evidence 
enough that well-financed Hitler agents were in 
the country striving to establish contact with the 
Arab population. The government saw fit to ig- 
nore this. Now it need not be surprised that the 
words “Heil Hitler” should be a magic pass-word, 
protecting the speaker from Arab attack. 

There are still other contributory causes. The 
fact that the government put the Legislative 
Council on the order of the day undoubtedly had 
a provocative effect. Possibly High Commis- 
sioner Wauchope, honestly believes that the 
Legislative Council will serve the interests of the 
country and will even improve relations between 
the Arabs and Jews. Actually his policy intensi- 
fied the friction between the two groups. It 
raised the question of respective power, and of 
the eventual political status of Palestine at a time 
too tense for the consideration of such delicate 
problems; it compelled Jewish public opinion cate- 
gorically to oppose the establishment of the so- 
called “parliament”, thus giving the Arab reac- 
tionaries a chance to make further political capi- 
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tal. The government’s sudden blundering spon- 
soring of “democracy” gave demagogues a rich 
opportunity for anti-Jewish agitation and misrep- 
resentation. 

The responsibility of the communists must be 
considered also. There is no need to overestimate 
the strength of the communist movement in Pal- 
estine, but its destructive provocative effect has 
been felt. As far as the Arab population is con- 
cerned, it would be folly to speak of any true com- 
munist movement with social aspirations in their 
midst. The Bolshevist emissaries carry on no 
real communist propaganda in Nablus, Jaffa or 
Tulkarem. The function of the communists con- 
sists in stimulating primitive Arab chauvinism. 
With their “anti-imperialist’” appeals they arouse 
Jew-hatred and a pogrom psychology. They en- 
courage the reactionary fascist activities of the 
terrorist bands, by hailing Arab massacres of help- 
less victims as “revolutionary uprisings.” Their 
recent pogrom proclamation to the Arab masses— 
a proclamation which they confessed to be an “er- 
ror of judgment” has apparently borne fruit. 
This does not mean that the communists partici- 
pated directly in the recent disturbances, but their 
propaganda has been one of the precipitating 
causes. 

The revisionists have again not failed to dis- 
play their “heroism” at the expense of the Jewish 
population in Palestine, as well as of the whole 
Zionist movement. According to all present in- 
formation, we may thank the fiery revisionist 
“temperament” for the fact that the funeral of 
the Greek Jew killed by Arab terrorists was trans- 
formed into a political demonstration. Street 
demonstrations are forbidden in Palestine because 
of their possible explosive quality. For the pres- 
ent, political opposition must seek less dangerous 
channels for its expression than mass parades. The 
entire Jewish population understands this with ex- 
ception of the revisionists. The Jews understand 
that the government cannot permit Jewish street- 
gatherings and forbid Arab ones. They under- 
stand that one cannot expect a government which 
shot down 30 Arabs in an anti-government demon- 
stration in Jaffa in 1933, to look on calmly while 
Jews indulge in anti-government demonstrations 
in Tel Aviv. The Tel Aviv demonstration cul- 
minating in the imbecilic and criminal outcry on 
the part of one member “Let us go to Jaffa; let 
us take revenge’’, was an act of provocation. It 
provoked the English police into shooting at the 
Jews; such a shot was enough to incite and en- 
courage the hostile Arabs in Jaffa. 

Furthermore, besides the revisionists, we have 
been blessed with plain ruffans in Tel Aviv who 
are becoming a real political menace. Three days 
after the Tel Aviv demonstration they drove out 
Arab hackmen and boot-blacks from Tel Aviv— 
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poor workers who came from the neighboring city 
of Jaffa in order to earn a few pennies. This act 
alone could have led to bloody riots. Small won- 
der that the Hebrew press was unanimous in ex- 
pressing its condemnation and regrets. 


The list of factors which played a part in the 
present disturbances would not be complete with- 
out mention of the Jewish plantation-owners. 
They too have a share in the responsibility for the 
Jewish blood that has been spilt. Hauran Arabs 
were among the most active attackers. How did 
these Hauran Arabs come to Palestine? Who 
brought them over and gave them employment 
The system of seeking cheap, unorganized season- 
al labor has brought its results. Against our pro- 
tests, Jewish colonists have, in the past few years, 
imported thousands of Hauran Arabs to compete 
not only with the organized Jewish worker, but 
even with the unorganized Palestine Arab, whose 
standard of living is now higher than that of the 
Hiauran Arab. These imported seasonal workers, 
whose economic status borders on slavery, proved 
to be the most inflammable material for misdi- 
rected revolt, as the events in Jaffa have shown. 


For an objective picture of the situation this 
whole complex of elements must be taken into 
account. One may err in the importance assigned 
to any one factor, but none can be ignored. We 
must now exert the maximum political pressure 
on the government to keep it from making false 
deductions from the events. The government 
must not further complicate the case by ill-timed 
projects; it must not put obstacles in the way of 
our colonization; it must permit a larger Jewish 
immigration; it must vigorously stamp out the 
terrorism of the secret and public Arab chauvin- 
ist groups. 


We must, with fresh energy, mobilize as much 
national and constructive private capital as pos- 
sible, so as to increase the scope of our coloniza- 
tion and of our immigration. We must begin a 
new fight for the right of Jews to work; we must 
oppose the ‘“Hauranization” of the Jewish colon- 
ies. We must root out all traces of hooliganism 
in our midst. We must seek more passionately 
than ever that which we have till now perhaps 
insufficiently sought; greater economic and politic- 
al cooperation with those elements of the Arab 
people who must sooner or later understand the 
significance of a progressive Palestine to them. 


In order to achieve these ends, there is one pre- 
requisite — discipline. To-day Palestine is a 
front. It will be a front for years to come. On 
a front there must be discipline, tact, coordination, 
and a sense of duty. There must be no unauthor- 
ized outbursts of caprice and “temperament”. 
This must by now be clear to all. 









PRE-ELECTION HITLERS 


HE Senate Lobby Committee has been mak- 
ing some interesting discoveries. Its scru- 
tiny of the ‘Sentinels of the Republic’, an organi- 
zation inspired by the same anti-Roosevelt zeal as 
the American Liberty League, has brought to 
light another aspect of the group. The fervor of 
the anti-administration crusade is allied to anti- 
Semitism. ‘The Sentinels of the Republic’, like 
the other reactionary, anti-New Deal organiza- 
tions, has as its purpose the defeat of Roosevelt 
in the coming election. Its financial backers in- 
clude bankers and industrialists of national prom- 
inence. That the capitalist magnates in question 
should find even the mild liberalism of the admin- 
istration program too stiff to sWallow is not sur- 
prising. Probably only an incorrigible optimism 
makes us wonder at the primitive mentality re- 
vealed by the correspondence between leaders of 
the Sentinels, although we have long known that 
the Jewish bogey has been raised as a regular 
feature of the anti-Roosevelt campaign. 


Alexander Lincoln, Boston banker and Presi- 
dent of the Sentinels, has indulged in an exchange 
of letters with Mr. Cleveland Runyon which 
misses nothing. All the mediaeval phantoms are 
there in dress-parade. Since Roosevelt has been 
sufficiently abandoned to take a “Jewish Brigade” 
to Washington, it is time to face the real issue. 
“The fight for Western Christian civilization can 
be won; but only if we recognize that the enemy 
is world-wide and that it is Jewish in origin. All 
we need here is money”, cries Mr. Runyon. “The 
Jewish threat is a real one”, agrees Mr. Lincoln 
in more tempered tones, and adds, ‘My hope is 
in the election next autumn.” Mr. Runyon re- 
plied with greater vigor, curiously enough, quot- 
ing Lenin for his purpose. “As Lenin said: it is 
action that accomplishes things.” In fact, advises 
Mr. Runyon, with an eye on the great American 
public, all the so-called anti-Roosevelt issues that 
have been trumped up so far, are piffle. The 
“people” are not concerned with fine points about 
the constitutionality of a given piece of legisla- 
tion. “The poeple are crying for leadership and 
not getting it.’ Mr. Runyon concludes with a 
masterful stroke: the “old-line Americans of 
$1200 a year want a Hitler.” 


We doubt very much whether the “old-line 
Americans”, even of the $1200 a year variety, 
want a Hitler. But it is quite clear that Mr. 
Runyon and his ilk do. And it is also clear that 
an organization like the Sentinels is not without 
influence. The list of contributors to its campaign 
funds boasts names of such importance that one 
cannot consider it negligible. Another indication 
of the moneyed influence involved is seen in the 
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close spiritual affiliation between the American 
Liberty League and the Sentinels. A merger be- 
tween the two groups was proposed but not 
effected. 


The extent to which such an organization can 
affect public opinion may be gathered from the 
fact that the Sentinel headquarters has arranged 
to supply editorials to more than 1300 newspapers 
throughout the United States. The editorials em- 
phasize the need to safeguard the constitution and 
the Republic. The people, as Mr. Runyon lam- 
ents with emotion bordering on hysteria, are cry- 
ing for leadership, and leadership they will get. 
The $1200 American will not be informed bluntly 
that his suppressed desire for Hitler is to be grati- 
fied: he will discover his true inner needs 
through editorials on democracy and the Republic. 
In the same way, he will discover the “Jewish 
threat” to his happiness. Such is the plan of ac- 
tion. It is hard to believe that the fine gentlemen 
who are filling the Sentinels’ war-chest know what 
they are doing. 


SAN FRANCISCO WATERFRONT 
WITH the refusal of the International Long- 


shoremen’s Association to work the Grace 
Line’s Santa Rosa, the situation which brought 
about the short-lived General Strike of 1934, con- 
fronts another crisis which may have even more 
serious consequences. It has been apparent since 
the first weeks of the agreement that ended the 
strike of 1934, that the Waterfront Employers 
Association have not acted in good ‘faith. They 
have planned a hundred wily strategems to de- 
stroy the hold of the powerful Maritime Federa- 
tion of the Pacific and to undermine its leading 
spirit, Harry Bridges. The employers have ex- 
ploited the old divisions between the various craft 
unions in San Francisco. They have flirted with 
the A. F. of L. bureaucrats who hate Bridges be- 
cause the latter is widening the rank and file. 
Skilled labor in San Francisco has longed enjoyed 
favored treatment and has obtained a fair portion 
of political representation. In return it has al- 
lowed the master classes a free hand with un- 
skilled labor, especially alien labor like that in 
the harvest fields. Side by side with the economic- 
ally and politically strong Teamsters, Carpenters, 
and Machinists’ Unions, there is the most op- 
pressed migrant farm population in America. Side 
by side with labor leaders in the Sheriff’s office, on 
the board of Supervisors in the State Legislature, 
are the reactionary Criminal Syndicalist Laws and 
a Vigilante tradition more menacing than any, law. 
Controlled labor, amenable labor leaders who will 
give favors to the few, are tolerated in Califor- 
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nia. But Harry Bridges and his Maritime Fed- 
eration (a vertical Union in many respects) are 
anathema. The present crisis is really a step in 
the carefully laid plans of the employers to get 
rid of Harry Bridges. They have tried to bribe 
him and frame him. He has proven incorruptible 
and strategically as skillful as the most highly 
paid of the legal chambermaids. The Chamber 
of Commerce has tried its best to arouse the aver- 
age home-owner to the perils of communist agita- 
tors. The American legion has rebuked the La- 
bor Department for protecting this alien com- 
munist agitator from the deportation which the 
local federal officials are ready to spring on 
Bridges. It is believed by many that the employ- 
ers will “give in” on the hiring hall issue if 
Bridges will be ousted. The cards seem heavily 
stacked against this intrepid little Australian. Few 
believe that he will be able to hold out against 
the intrenched labor bureaucrats backed by Mrs. 
Perkins, the American Legion, the Chamber of 
Commerce and the Waterfront Employers. Still 
one who has seen Bridges in action before the 
assembled delegates of the San Francisco Labor 
Council cannot but be impressed by his uncanny 
hold on the affections and loyalty of the laboring 
masses. If Bridges wants to, he will give the 
vested interests a whale of a battle for their 
money. 








ZIONISTISCHE VOLKHOCHSCHULE 
UND FERNUNTERRICHT 


Korrespondenzhochschule unter Leitung von 
Prof. Dr. Salomon Goldelman 


I. GROSSE AUSGABE: 50 Vorlesungen in drei Zyklen: 

(deutsche Sprache) 1. National problem und Ju- 

dentum. 2. Zionismus. 3. Pal- 

astina und das Aufbauwerk. Bezugspreis fiir siimtliche 50 Vor- 

lesungen Dollar 5.—Bisher sind 34 Vorlesungen erschienen, 
jeden Monat erscheinen 3 Vorlesungen. 


II. KLEINE AUSGABE: 
(jiddische Sprache) 


Dreissig Vorlesungen nach fol- 
gendem Programm: 1. Grund- 
lagen des National problems von 
Dozent O. Boczkowski. 2. Die Judenfrage von Prof. S. Goldel- 
man. 3. Zionistische Geschichte’-von Dr, N. N. Gelber. 4. Sam- 
melkursus: Strémungen im Zionismus. 5. Die zionistischen 
Fonds. 6. Die zionistische Organisation von Dr. L. Lauterbach. 
7. Palastinageographie. 8. Jiidische Wirtschaft in Palastina 
von Prof. S. Goldelman. 9. Das zionistische Kolonisationswerk 
von Dr. L. Goldhammer. 10. Die zionistische Arbeiterschaft von 
J. Ben-Aharon, Belugspreis der gesamten Ausgabe Dollar 2.50. 


+ mane beiden zionistischen Korrespond hul erméglichen 

allen, die Interesse fiir das Judenproblem, den Zionismus and 
fiir den Palistinaaufbau haben, oder sich vorbereiten nach 
Palistina zu gehen sich durch Selbstbildung eine systematische 
zionistische Schulung anzueignen. Jeder Fernkursant, der 
selbstandig die Kurse abonniert oder in einer Gruppe mitstudiert, 
die Kontrollfragen, die den Vorlesungen beigegeben werden, 
systematisch schriftlich beantwortet und sich am Schluss des 
Schuljahres einer schriftlichen Priifung unterzieht, erhalt ein 
Zeugnis iiber die erfolgte Absolvierung der zionistischen Volk- 
shochschule, welches als Beweis seiner zionistischen geistigen 
Hachscharah gelten kann. 





Adresse fiir Anmeldungen und Geldsendungen: 
Prof. Dr. Salomon Goldelman, Zionistische 
Propagandastelle, Praha 1, Dlouba tr. 41/Il. C.S.R. 
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German Jews To- 


IX 1933 the Jewish communities in Germany, 

under the pressure of Nazi persecution, or- 
ganized a single representative body—the Reichs- 
vertretung der Juden im Deutschland, and as an 
offshoot of that central body, a Central Commit- 
tee for relief and reconstruction, which directs 
the whole work of philanthropic and economic 
assistance, education and retraining, emigration 
and repatriation for the half million Jews. The 
Report of that Committee for the year 1935 is a 
document moving in its simplicity, in its absence 
of all sentiment and rhetoric, and in its picture 
of a sustained effort of a community facing the 
direst circumstances. The Report of the work is 
divided into five main heads: 

_ (1) Emigration, which includes the prepara- 
tion and execution of the migration to Palestine, 
other countries overseas and lands in Europe; 
and the repatriation of those who were foreign 
subjects or stateless, and have been compelled to 
leave Germany. 

(2) Charitable Assistance, which records the 
efforts to cope with growing demands with means 
correspondnigly diminished. 

(3) Education, which describes the extension 
of the Jewish schools to provide for more than 
double the number of children who were attend- 
ing them in 1933, a provision necessitated by the 
mental and moral torture to which the Jewish 
children were subjected in many of the public 
schools, and finally, by the order of the Govern- 
ment to enforce racial segregation in elementary 
education. 

(4) Economic Help, which includes the estab- 
lishment of loan funds and employment ex- 
changes, and the assistance given to the large 
numbers of unemployed intellectuals, doctors, 
dentists, teachers, academic lecturers and artists. 
And, lastly: 

(5) Retraining and Vocational Education, car- 
ried on partly in Germany, partly outside Ger- 
many with a view to preparing the boys and girls 
leaving school, and the young men and women 
who were not too old to change their outlook in 
life, for emigration to a land of liberty. 

There has been a complete transformation of 
the life and outlook of what was the most intel- 
lectual Jewish community in the world and per- 
haps the most assimilated to its environment. 
The Central Organization has made it a princi- 
pal task to prepare the young generation for man- 
ual work and to strengthen their Jewish conscious- 
ness. Each year it has had to enlarge the plans 
of emigration, and at the same time to extend 


~ 
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® by Norman Bentwich 


the scope of its educational work and of its char- 
itable activities in Germany itself. 

It is a remarkable indication of the new place 
which Palestine occupies in the mind and vision 
of the German Jews that preparation for life in 
the Jewish National Home is now regarded as 
the principal task of Jewish education. The Re- 
port states that the pulsating progress in the re- 
construction of Palestine gives strength for the 
present, and hope for the future, to the whole 
community. There were hitherto three principal 
emigration bodies in Germany: The Palestine Of- 
fice, the Hilfsverein der Deutschen Juden, which 
was responsible for emigration to the new world 
and other countries overseas, and the Central 
Emigration Committee, which assisted those mov- 
ing from Germany to European States. All three 
are now federated within the Central Committee. 
The emigration overseas to the end of 1935 was 
estimated at some 30,000 to Palestine, and be- 
tween 15,000 and 20,000 to the United States, 
South America and South Africa. In addition, no 
less than 30,000 foreign subjects, or stateless per- 
sons, who were in Germany, have had to be as- 
sisted to their countries of origin, of whom some 
9,000 were assisted in the year under review. 
One of the striking features of 1935 was the 
great increase in emigration during the last quar- 
ter of the year, that is, after the promulgation of 
the Nuremburg Legislation which deprived Jews 
of political rights, and ushered in a fresh out- 
burst of ruthless discrimination. The numbers 
who were assisted to emigrate in that quarter 
were three times as large as those of the previous 
months. The distribution of the assisted emigrants 
is also striking. It covers almost every country in 
the world. Of the European States, Italy took a 
large number because of the circumstance that 
emigrants to that land had the benefit of the 
“clearing” arrangement—in payment for German 
supplies to the belligerent—so that they could 
transfer some small part of their capital. But 
countries of Central America, like San Domingo, 
and in the Far East, like Manchukuo, were among 
the destinations of some of the fugitives. 

The work of public assistance of the destitute 
becomes steadily more baffling. In the small com- 
munities in particular, Jewish life is made intol- 
erable. The Synagogues have had to be closed, 
and the little communities moved to the bigger 
centres. Altogether, 75,000 persons received help 
in one form or another. That represents one- 
sixth of the population, and means that nearly 
half of the 400,000 Jews remaining in Germany 
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are wholly or partially dependent. The Jews or- 
ganized on a large scale their own “Winter help,” 
because the Government expressly excluded them 
from the benefit of the general collection. It ex- 
empted them, at the same time, from the burden 
of the general collection, but arbitrarily treated 
all companies, without regard to their member- 
ship, as liable to the general impost. For pur- 
poses of giving they were “Aryan.” It is another 
indication of the spirit of solidarity in the German 
Jewish community that for the purpose of the 
winter help persons employed, gave 10% of their 
wage, and businesses 3% of their turnover. It is 
calculated that the total contribution of the im- 
poverished Jewry which was made for communal 
purposes during the year was nearly £2,000,000. 

The extension of the Jewish schools which has 
been proceeding steadily during the last three 
years has now to take on a more radical charac- 
ter. In 1933 one-fifth of the Jewish children at- 
tended the schools; today one-half. By the new 
Order, in any place where there are twenty Jew- 
ish children there must be separate schooling; and 
in places where there are less than twenty, every 
effort must be made to bring the children into the 
larger centres. 


Another growing burden is the economic help 
required to maintain the thousands of employees 
and employers who have been deprived of their 
livelihood either by legislative discrimination or 
by organized boycott. During the year 1935, some 
62,000 persons were helped by credit and small 
loans. Sixty loan funds and a number of employ- 
ment agencies have been established in the differ- 
ent centres. One branch of work for which the 
demand is at the moment greater than the supply 
is that of domestic servants. The prohibition of 
the employment in Jewish families of Aryan do- 
mestic servants, which was part of the legislation 
of last September, brought about a little crisis in 
the general unemployment situation, and gave a 
sudden impulse to the training of Jewish women 
for domestic work. Persons in the professions, 
even where they are permitted by law to continue 
in their calling, are in as great need as those 
employed in commerce or industry. The number 
of doctors in Germany was diminished during 
the year by a thousand; and while 263 Jewish 
students of medicine completed their training, 
representing the last batch of Jews who may 
qualify for the profession in the country, none 
will have a chance of establishing themselves in 
Germany. All the younger men in the professions 
-are leaving. Not a single Jewish teacher has been 
left in the University or academic life. That class 
at least has some chance abroad, but the plight 
of the displaced artists is desperate. The Jewish 
Cultural Association, which is authorized by the 
Government, can take only a few. There were 
1,500 applications for help in Berlin alone; among 
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them 535 instrumental musicians and 275 sing- 
ers. It is no wonder that the demand for retrain- 
ing steadily mounts. 

The record of the activities of training and 
retraining is another remarkable example of con- 
structive effort in face of constant obstruction. 
The German authorities will not allow Jews who 
have been driven from their profession or bus- 
iness in Germany to train peacefully (in Ger- 
many) for a new vocation in another land. Train- 
ing centres established by the community are fre- 
quently broken up, and it has been impossible to 
obtain any fixed regulations from the Government. 
And yet the Organization has persevered with the 
work, both in Germany and in the countries ad- 
jacent. At the beginning of the year 1935, fully 
4,000 persons between the ages of 18 and 35 
were undergoing courses either for land work or 
skilled trades. Of those close on 2,000 finished 
their course in Germany, and 600 outside Ger- 
many. During the year an additional 3,300 en- 
tered on their course, so that at the end of the 
period nearly 5,000 were preparing. Seventy 
percent were men and an ever larger proportion 
were engaged in land work with a determination 
to form part of an Aliya. They were distributed 
between a score and more of Centres in Germany 
and ten countries of Europe—Denmark, Holland, 
Luxembourg and Czechoslovakia, etc. The train- 
ing of the boys and girls leaving school proceeds 
simultaneously; and at the end of the year there 
was provision for over 2,500. They were nearly 
evenly divided in sex; and a larger number were 
preparing for manual and domestic work than for 
agriculture and horticulture. The number to be 
trained will be greatly increased in April of this 
year, when 6,000 boys and girls will leave school, 
and a large proportion will want help in manual 
training. An outlet has been found. already for 
1,000 of the youth in Palestine, where they re- 
ceive two years hakshara in the Jewish Work- 
ers’ settlements; and it is hoped that another 
1,000 of the youth will be admitted during this 
year, 

The Report as a whole is an inspiring story of 
a struggle for life and of reconstruction in the face 
of ruthless persecution and the will to destroy. 
One realizes that behind every fact and figure 
there is the effort to save human lives. In this 
effort the German Jewish community has, by its 
own sacrifice and resourcefulness, justified its call 
upon the larger community: “They come before 
all who can still help and must help, not to beg 
and to thank, but to demand and to receive.” 


SHARE IN THE ANNUAL 
FLOWER DAY 


for 
LABOR PALESTINE 


on 
SATURDAY EVENING, SUNDAY, MAY 2nd and 3rd 
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Tightening Land Restrictions 


THE recently proclaimed intention of the Brit- 

ish Government to tighten the restrictions 
already in force against Jewish land purchases in 
Palestine draws our attention to the general sub- 
ject of land legislation, especially to its influence 
on Jewish immigration and colonization. 

The land legislation of Palestine represents a 
curious mixture of the most progressive and reac- 
tionary laws. One one hand, the Palestine laws 
promulgated during the British post-war admini- 
stration are providing liberal protection to land 
tenants and squatters. On the other hand, Pal- 
estine’s system of land taxation, although form- 
ally reformed during the last few years, actually 
retains the most reactionary features of the ar- 
chaic tithe legislation existing in Turkey at the 
time of the Sultans. 

Even years before the present restrictions 
against Jewish land purchases, laws were passed 
prohibiting the dispossesison of tenants who had 
cultivated a given parcel of land for a compara- 
tively short period of time. These laws were 
even applied to squatters who used a particular 
tract of land for grazing purposes, without ever 
paying rent to the owner. 

The practical significance of thse laws is that 
Jewish land-purchasing agencies in acquiring land 
from Arab owners usually have to pay for it 
twice. One payment must be made to the owner, 
and the other to his tenants, with the purpose of 
obtaining their voluntary consent to leave the 
property, and to establish themselves elsewhere. 
In many cases, these compensations to the tenants 
reach a sum not lower than the quite inflated land 
price paid to the owner. 

Although conceding the admirable features of 
such a law from a social point of view, the ques- 
tion is raised why similar legislation has never 
been introduced in Great Britain or in any of the 
other British dominions which on the whole have 
achieved a much higher level of social legislation. 


‘Why is Palestine alone, with the majority of its 


Arab population still illiterate, a former province 
of backward Turkey, singled out for so radical 
a departure from the laws on land existing in 
other capitalistic countries ? 

The unusually radical character of Palestine’s 
laws regarding the protection of land-tenants is 
still more astonishing when we compare them 
with Palestine’s land taxation, which is one of the 
most reactionary in the world. After abolishing 
the antiquated tithe system of old Turkey the 
British administration of Palestine recently di- 
vided all agricultural lands into several categories, 
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beginning with the most intensively cultivated 
orange groves and ending with uncultivated land. 
The greatest burden of taxation is imposed on 
plantations and irrigated land at a time when all 
uncultivated land or land used for grazing pur- 
poses only is totally free from any taxes. The 
owners of orange groves must pay into Palestine’s 
treasury, in addition to local community levies, 
the exorbitant tax of $17.00 per acre annually, 
which is the highest rate of taxation on similar 
plantations anywhere in the world. At the same 
time, the owner of uncultivated land, indefinitely 
held for purely speculative purposes, must not pay 
any taxes at all. 

Such a system of land taxation in a country 
where land, because of the continuous influx of 
population, is very much in demand, discourages 
cultivation and puts an actual premium on land 
speculation. 

The present land taxation system likewise, ig- 
nores the increase in land value, brought about 
by neighboring urban developments or similar fac- 
tors. Its extreme unfairness is clearly shown in 
the example of the German colony Sarona, now 
practically surrounded by the continuously grow- 
ing all-Jewish city of Tel Aviv. Although the 
fields of Sarona are situated in one of the most 
highly priced urban development areas in the 
world, the farmers of Sarona are still paying the 
comparatively negligible taxes which they would 
pay if their colony were situated on the other end 
of Palestine. The average holding of a farmer 
here is now worth about two million dollars in 
actual cash. If land taxes in Palestine would be 
periodically revised according to the assessed 
value of the land, as is usually being done in 
America, these farmers would have to pay sub- 
stantial taxes for the anti-social pleasure of hold- 
ing off the urban development of the neighboring 
Tel Aviv. They would, in such a case, sell out 
their land gradually, and establish themselves as 
rich people somewhere else. As things stand now, 
these German farmers can easily hold out indefin- 
itely. Receiving all benefits from the rapid de- 
velopment of the neighboring Tel Aviv, they 
have, at the same time, no share in its costs. 

The example of Sarona is the most outstanding 
instance of the general tendency of Palestine’s 
land taxation system to encourage the holding of 
undeveloped land, even in the midst of thriving 
Jewish settlement areas. This is the way in which 
Palestine’s government enforces the stipulation of 
the mandate about “facilitating the close Jewish 
settlement on land. .. .” 
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Many Palestine observers are convinced that 
the obvious discrepancy between the progressive 
laws concerning the tenants and the reactionary 
system of land taxation is induced by an avowed 
intention to impede the development of the Jew- 
ish National Home. 

The Jews of Palestine are ready to submit to 
any progressive land legislation, if only it is im- 
partially applied both ways—for Jewish interests 
as well as against them. It seems, however, that 
the government becomes progressive when pro- 
gress can harm the Jews and remains ultra-reac- 
tionary when progress would work out in their 
favor. 

None of the responsible Jewish leaders in Pal- 
estine objects to the principle of reasonable com- 
pensation to a tenant who would have to leave 
land sold by the owner to Jews. Such compensa- 
tion was paid voluntarily before the war and there 
is a general willingness to increase this compensa- 
tion to such an extent as to permit a tenant to 
establish himself on the soil in Palestine, or better 
still, in one of the neighboring countries where 
land costs and rents are much lower. The Jew- 
ish colonizers of Palestine are, however, very 
much annoyed and even exasperated by the prac- 
tice of local governors and district officers who 
give the benefit of the doubt to any Arab group 
intruding on Jewish land on the pretext of pre- 
vious possession or tenancy. Instead of ejecting 
the intruders, who frequently come from other 
communities, and referring them to the courts for 
eventual claims, the local officer often allows the 
invaders to stay on the disputed ground until the 
court passes on their claims. And when the court, 
after several years of litigation, finally decides for 
the legal owner, the government, “‘in the interests 
of peace and good will’, strongly urges him, if he 
is a Jew, to give those poor fellows a certatin 
compensation. ... 


This practice encourages virtual “rackets” 
among the Arabs. Bands of Bedouins roaming 
over the country are constantly on the lookout for 
a still uncultivated piece of Jewish land that could 
be occupied and claimed on the basis of previous 
possession. Although such a claim has no legal 
standing, even on the basis of the extremely liberal 
tenancy laws, the Jewish owners are frequently 
inclined to pay the intruders a comparatively small 
sum of money instead of bearing the expenses of 
a prolonged litigation which in the meantime 
necessitates deprivation of use of the valuable 
land. The compensation in such cases is usually 
small, but the racket is still profitable because of 
the many opportunities. 


All these difficulties are still further aggravated 
by the fact that most of Palestine’s land is not 
definitely surveyed, and existing land titles are 
sometimes of dubious value. The surveying and 
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cadastering of land which was begun by the Brit- 
ish administration about twelve years ago is pro- 
gressing at a snail’s pace. Eighty-five percent of 
Palestine’s lands have not yet benefited from it. 


Most land transactions, especially from Arabs 
to Jews, are accompanied by litigation and claims, 
and cannot be definitely consummated before a 
long period of time. 


The result of this entire situation is a tremen- 
dous increase of land prices beyond actual agricul- 
tural value. Land in Palestine usually costs five 
to eight times more than land of similar quality 
would cost in neighboring countries. 


Compared with the whole area of Palestine, 
Jewish land purchases are comparatively insig- 
nificant. During the last three years of Jewish 
mass immigration, the area acquired by Jews from 
Arabs was much below 80,000 dunam (20,000 
acres) a year, nearly one-half of which was 
bought by the National Fund. The annual pur- 
chase of land is 0.4 percent of Palestine’s total 
area and about one percent of its total cultivable 
area. 


In addition to all these restrictions and difficul- 
ties the mandatory power is now engaged in find- 
ing new obstructions to Jewish land purchases, 
which are certainly the most vital pre-condition 
for the “close settlement of Jews on land”’ stipu- 
lated by the Mandate. One of these restrictions, 
adopted without much public attention in the be- 
ginning of 1935, stipulated that the amount of 
damages which may be demanded from a land- 
owner who is breaking his contractual obligation 
to sell a certain piece of property, must be fixed 
by the court and cannot be included in the con- 
tract itself. This ‘Order in Council”, which did 
not seem to be very important on the surface, was 
actually intended as a staggering blow to Jewish 
land purchases in Palestine. The only effective 
way of preventing Arab landowners from ”’chang- 
ing their mind” was to include in the contract a 
provision for a high amount of damages which 
had to be paid together with the return of the 
land buyer’s deposit. After the last ordinance, 
the land seller is encouraged to annul contracts on 
the insistence of Arab nationalists or Jewish 
double-crossers, hoping that the lenient courts, 
largely of Arabs and British, will allow him 
safely to break his contract, at the risk of an in- 
significant penalty. 

In connection with the present turn of British 
policies in Palestine, chiefly expressed in the in- 
sistence on immediate convocation of the Legisla- 
tive Assembly, the Palestine government launched 
new measures with an aim to restrict further Jew- 
ish land purchases in the country. Some of these 
new measures have already been published in Pal- 
estine’s Official Gazette and are on their way to 
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realization. One of them prohibits all selling 
of land with the exception of certain areas gener- 
ally regarded as less valuable for Jewish coloniza- 
tion. No owner of land, according to this new 
law, will be able to sell his rural property, even 
to co-religionists, without the approval of the gov- 
ernment. In all cases he must retain a certain 
minimum area for his own needs. He cannot dis- 
pose of this minimum area even if he decides to 
leave his village and engage in urban occupations. 
Tenants must be compensated from now on not 
only in cash but also with an adequate parcel of 
land, to be placed at their disposal elsewhere in 
Palestine. No such agreement will be recognized 
unless the government decides that the compensa- 
tion in land and cash is adequate. 

As we said before, no responsible Jewish leader 
objects to the human treatment of tenants affected 


To a Communist 


[X YOUR letter you ask me to return to Russia. 

“You will never take root in another land. 
After fifteen years of exile, it is time to come 
home, time to realize that your opposition to com- 
munism springs from ‘intelligentzia’ complexes 
from which you can still free yourself.” 

Let us discuss what you call my liberal “‘intellec- 
tual complexes.” I am a pacifist and a socialist. I 
am an opponent of force and a believer in demo- 
cracy. I state the case baldly and simply at the 
outset because I know how outdated and remote 
these terms now sound—a sentimental hangover 
from the idealistic intoxication of the nineteenth 
century. Our age is made of sterner stuff with lit- 
tle tolerance for what it conceives to be roseate 
unrealities. That is, why I feel the need to re- 
define my position, to tell you why I cannot return 
to the Russia which is “building socialism”. I 
want, if possible, to have you understand why I 
am a socialist but not a communist. And I also 
want you to know that I write with a profound 
sense of the greatness of the undertaking in the 
Soviet Union, as well as with a profound grief for 
what I consider its failure. 

In the fifteen years since I left Russia, my op- 
position to the reigning capitalist system has be- 
come more passionate and determined, but at the 
same time the attempted solution of tangled his- 
torical reckonings through physical force arouses 
in me a revulsion as strong as that I felt in the 
unforgettable years of our civil war. I suppose, 
at this point I could close my letter with good 
wishes for you and yours. The implications are 
clear, but we have not seen each other so long, 
and the doors of Russia are barred to me. I 
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by a land sale to Jews. The social record of Jew- 
ist land purchases certified by the bursting of the 
“landless” bubble greatly blown up after the 
events of 1929 is truly remarkable. Nowhere in 
the capitalist world were tenants, not possessing 
legal title for land, treated with such considera- 
tion and helpfulness as they are in Palestine. 

As a matter of fact, we are paying for Pales- 
tine, and especially for its land, much more than 
it is worth. Driven by tragic necessity, we cannot 
bicker about price. The problems of re-settling 
land tenants would be solved by us in friendliest 
cooperation with the British administration if that 
administration were really concerned with the ten- 
ants only, and would not use their problems as a 
driving wedge for a deliberate attempt to deny 
us the rights solemnly promised by Great Britain 
and the world. . 


Friend 


have a great longing to speak to you of things 
which have become alien and unreal to you. 


® by Hayim Greenberg 


Do you remember our college janitor Feodor, 
whom the professor of biology nicknamed ‘“Dar- 
win’s assistant”? When we asked him once 
whether he had really stopped going to church he 
had answered, ‘Yes, yes, it’s already two months 
since I’ve adopted the atheistic faith”. Feodor, 
apparently, had no undue qualms. But I cannot 
accept the “atheistic faith”, nor has Yaroslavsky, 
the Soviet Savanarola of atheism who peddles 
crumbs fallen from Voltaire’s bourgeois rational- 
ist banquet, been able to convert me. You know 
my attitude to the church and to organized reli- 
gion in general. And you also know that no one 
in Russia gave a more scathing criticism of or- 
ganized religion than the most religious Russian 
of the twentieth century, Leo Tolstoy. I have 
not forgotten the reactionary part played by the 
church in Russian history, nor the crippling effect 
of organized religion in various periods of world- 
history. There is good reason for a religious 
man to fight the dogmatism and corruption of 
religious institutions. But official communism has 
declared war not only on the church and the syn- 
agogue, but against every honest effort towards 
a religious orientation in the universe. Waldo 
Frank, for instance, an American communist who 
has a notion that Marx is not enough because he is 
godless and that our only salvation lies in a syn- 
thesis of Marxism and Spinozistic “‘God-intoxica- 
tion”, would not be able to get his articles past 
the Russian censorship. Feodor was right. You 
are not only atheists, but you have accepted the 
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“atheistic faith”. You have become a church, 
created a dogma, and established a Vatican. True, 
you do not burn heretics—the Catholic Church 
has not burned any for some centuries also—but 
you view the “heretic” as a character low intel- 
lectually and morally, and suspect, politically. To 
join the communist ranks would therefore mean 
to enroll myself in a “‘congregation”’, to subscribe 
to primitive superstitions draped in scientific veils. 
Perhaps my ancestors were Maranos. I do not 
wish to be one. I still cannot understand why I 
must deny God in order to transform the world 
into “God’s Kingdom”. I cannot understand why 
I must deny reason or plan in the cosmos, in order 
to introduce reason and plan into the social sys- 
tem, or why I must not believe in the independent 
existence of spirit, in order to free the world of 
capitalist unspirituality. If a materialistic view- 
point were really the first prerequisite of a social 
revolution, then the former French bourgeoisie 
(whose philosophic superstitions you have inher- 
ited) should have been the vanguard of the com- 
munist movement. 


True, the socialist movement also gropes in 
the same close cellar ‘of dogmatic materialism. 
But socialism makes no pretentions to being a 
church; it does not drive its adherents into in- 
tellectual dishonesty. It is not concerned with 
my “heresies”. It is not one of my socialist obli- 
gations to believe that since there is no soul, 
and since what we call “soul” is merely a “reflex 
of the brain”, all psychic processes must be ex- 
plained in terms of matter. As a socialist I am 
not obligated to believe (as Lenin sought to per- 
suade us) that Kant’s conceptions of the “Ding 
an sich” and the “world of phenomena” were 
merely capitalist “tricks” calculated to beguile the 
innocent in this ingenious fashion: if a worker 
believes in the absolute reality of phenomena, he 
perceives that the factory-owner eats well-sea- 
soned ham whereas he eats dry bread; conse- 
quently, he may become enraged and revolt. 
Should he become a disciple of Kant, however, 
he will assume that ham and bread are merely 
“appearances”, and not true “things’—and why 
bother to mount the barricades for unrealities, for 
fictions ? In the socialist movement no one asks me 
for a declaration of faith or faithlessness. There 
is room in it for such “heretics” as Henry de Man 
who liquidated his Marxism and rediscovered for 
himself what he choose to call “Christianity”. 
There is room in it for a man like Lansbury, 
whose socialism proceeds logically from his reli- 
gious conception of the world. Official commun- 
ism is the enemy of my freedom of conscience. 


You see, I have begun with purely philosophical 
differences, and you may be inclined to reproach 
me for ascribing so great an importance to such 
differences. The issue, you may argue, is not the 
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particular dogmas assumed by communism, but its 
achievements. Romain Rolland, I know, has sim- 
plified the account in this way: the communist 
philosophy, like all materialism, is unfortunate, 
but the policies of bolshevism are a blessing for 
the world. Is this the case? 


At this point I shall have to redefine my con- 
ception of socialism. What is the goal of social- 
ism? Forgive my further heresies. Under no 
circumstances can I reduce the goal of socialism 
to economic equality. I know three institutions 
where, (excluding a small number of officials) 
economic equality exists: the monastery, the pris- 
on, and the army. Can I consider them cells of 
a socialist society? You can see true “commun- 
ism”, not the variety you have in Russia where 
you still have the hungry and the sated, or at any 
rate some hungrier and-some more sated, in the 
far North of the American continent, among the 
Eskimo tribes where either all eat or all hunger. 
Nevertheless, we do not propose to learn social- 
ism from monks, soldiers, prisoners or Eskimos. 
Nationalization of industry, economic planning,— 
all these fundamental reforms whose sum is econ- 
omic equality — are means, not goals in them- 
selves? Economic security and equality have a 
significance for us because they can serve another 
purpose: the creation of a new spiritual status 
for man, a new mentality. I do not believe that 
security and equality can bring man happiness or 
absolute contentment, but they can bring him 
something no less important—dignity—a sense of 
social value and individual value. Human dignity 
is the sense and goal of socialism, the only sense 
and the only goal for which all else is an instru- 
ment. Every man, no matter how great or small, 
must be viewed not as a means to an end, but as 
an end in himself. This is an elementary truth 
which is not scientifically demonstrable. Science 
sees no equality among men: it sees the strong 
and the weak, the more and the less productive, 
the bright and the dull — all largely biological 
evaluations. Darwinism may be a completely 
proven and consistent scfentific theory, but one 
cannot build a social ethics, a new socialist 
society on the theory of “the survival of the fit- 
test’. The conception of economic equality stands 
on a purely metaphysical, if you will, purely re- 
ligious base. It rests on the belief that in the 
last analysis “before someone’s eyes’’, “‘in the eyes 
of God, the Father’’, as the evangelist would say, 
all men are of equal worth. Without equal worth, 
there can be no equal rights; without equal rights 
—no economic equality. (Plato lacked this a 
priori knowledge of the equal worth of man, else 
he would not have recognized slavery in his 
“ideal” state). Whoever lacks this @ priori 
knowledge, has no reason to be a socialist and 
cannot be one. 
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A generation may create objective means and 
instruments for a following generation, but there 
can. be no greater profanation than the reduction 
of man to merely a ‘means’, or primarily a 
means. There can be no “better” man for whom 
a “worse”? man may be sacrificed, and there can 
be no “better” generation for whom the imme- 
diate generation can be surrendered. One of the 
greatest “‘sins’” of the Old Testament God was 
His extinction of the generation from Egypt in 
the desert, so that a better generation might enter 
the promised land. One of the greatest sins of 
the “‘New Testament” communist godlessness is 
the viewing of millions of human beings as “‘ob- 
jects” and the transformation of an entire genera- 
tion merely into a means for a future generation. 


Is this a groundless accusation? What is the 
sense of dictatorship — that very dictatorship 
which is first called the dictatorship of the peas- 
antry and proletariat, then merely of the proletar- 
iat, then of the party, then of a wing of the party, 
till it finally becomes the dictatorship of one man? 
I know all the arguments. The dictatorship is 
temporary, the political slavery that you have in- 
troduced, is a melancholy necessity. They will 
disappear in the future, when the final goal of 
socialism will have been realized. But how can 
one transform a man into something worthless in 
order to make him full of worth? How can we 
introduce slavery for the sake of freedom, an 
epidemic in the interests of sanitation? ‘ 


From this distance, it is hard for me to judge 
your economic achievements. I assume that all 
that I read in your press (I still read the Soviet 
publications) is correct. You have collectivized 
agriculture, built up industry, and electrified the 
country. These are great achievements even 
though many such have been attained in other 
countries without dictatorship, without terror, with- 
out millions of human sacrifices, and without the 
degradation of an entire people to a state of sub- 
jection. When I tell simple Americans that you 
have liquidated illiteracy, they laugh. Capitalists 
have managed to do that in America, they say, 
perhaps to promote their own interests. Danes 
have told me of their huge peasant cooperatives 
(which resemble your collectives in many re- 
spects), introduced without whips. Swedes have 
told me of their electrification projects—the finest 
in the world — executed without bloodshed. I 


~ know, of course, that in Russia all this came about 


with infinitely more difficulty. I would now con- 
gratulate you heartily upon your success, if I did 
not know how costly it has been, if I did not know 
what a price millions of men have paid. Without 
human dignity, without elementary freedom, what 
is this all worth? What is the outcome, if the 
individual is degraded, if he is surrounded by 
spies; if he is perpetually terrified? For almost 
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twenty years you have been conducting a system 
of physical and moral terror for the sake of hu- 
man happiness, you have been employing the un- 
holy to achieve the holy. Is it so hard to under- 
stand that darkness is not the road to light, that 
dictatorship and paternalism are not the paths 
to freedom and independence, that terror is no 
express train to the golden age? 


Ends and means in politics are analogous to 
form and content in art. Form in art is not merely 
technique; means in politics are not merely in- 
struments. The content must be felt in the form. 
The means must contain the basic elements of the 
end. When this minimal harmony between end 
and means is lacking, we get the stake at which 
the holy inquisition burns unbelievers to save their 
souls. I cannot subscribe to Niechaev’s famous 
slogan: “At full speed, right through the mud.” 


That is why I began with your “philosophy”. 
There is nothing accidental about it. Your philo- 
sophy is somewhere a rationalization of your be- 
havior, your politics, your disbelief in the true 
worth of the individual, of every individual. You 
have changed human beings into material for the 
building of a socialist Pithom and Rameses. But 
a socialist Pharaoh is still Pharaoh, and his injur- 
ies cut deeper than those of the ancient Egyptian 
tyrant. 


I know that the collapse of the Soviet Regime 
at present would be a catastrophe, that on the 
ruins of the Soviet world no free democratic so- 
ciety would arise but a fascism possibly even 
more zoological than Hitlerism. I hope that in 
time there will be changes for the better in your 
regime but I would not repeat in other countries 
what you have endured for almost two decades, 
and what I endured during the three bloody years 
of civil war. There is no end for which I would 
pay such a price. The slaughter of thousands, 
no matter how politically inactive, in order to ter- 
rorize the population, the instincts of hate and 
enmity kindled in millions of dark souls, whose 
pain and hurt might have been sublimated in a 
welling up of social and ethical energy; the crea- 
tion of privileges for some and a status without 
rights or protection for others; the wide-spread 
use of capital punishment for ‘‘pedagogic”’ reas- 
ons. I do not care to reach socialism by such 
a road. When I speak in this fashion to Ameri- 
cans of communist leanings they hesitate to tell 
me that I exaggerate or that I lie (what may be 
expected of a political emigré?). Their ignorance 
of the history and methods of the Russian revo- 
lution is indescribable, but they are sufficiently 
naive and sentimental to believe that America or 
other countries can follow the Moscow way of 
revolution without going through the period of 
economic ruin, savagery and terror. They visual- 
ize the social revolution as a kind of dramatic 
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final battle from which the proletariat will emerge 
victorious, after which it will proceed to celebrate 
the triumph by offering a choral rendition of 
Schiller’s “Ode to Peace”: 


Auszgesoehnt die ganze Welt.” 
Unsern Erbfeind sei verziehen, 
Unser Schuldbuch sei vernichtet, 
Auszgesoehnt die ganze Welt.” 


A year ago, Trotzky (may one mention his 
name?) sought to persuade the American Philis- 
tines that, in case of a revolution, America would 
not have to endure the agony of body and spirit 
that Russia has experienced. America, he claim- 
ed, was economically and technologically more 
prepared for socialism than Russia of twenty 
years ago. Were the transition will be easier. 
But on what can one base such a belief? Is not 
the opposite true? Would not a revolution in an 
economically progressive country encounter a bet- 
ter organized resistance? In Russia you had to 
deal with a decayed aristocracy, with a small, 
timid bourgeoisie, with a middle-class that never 
had influence on the political life of the country, 
with a down-trodden fatalistic peasantry, and with 
an army disorganized by severe defeats. Such a 
combination of circumstances does not frequently 
reappear. I should like to quote Harold Laski, 
a warm friend of the Soviet Union, who received 
a hearty reception in Moscow last year. This 
is how he writes in his “Democracy in Crisis’: 
“It is more than likely, I myself believe, that the 
first consequences of revolution, both in Great 
Britain and America, would be in fact a dictator- 
ship of the middle class in kind, though not in 
form, akin to that of the new Italy. Proletarian 
dictatorship, as in Russia, is helped, rather than 
retarded, where it can be built upon the ruins of 
an autocracy. Lenin’s victory was immensely 
aided by the facts that he did not have to cope 
with a large middle class habituated to domina- 
tion and privilege, and that masses whose sup- 
port he won both lacked a clear lead from his 
opponents and had been schooled by centuries of 
experience into a temper which made it natural 
for them to pass from one dictatorship to another. 
No western democracy has these circumstances, 
upon which it may legitimately count.” 

I believe that social revolutions in the Western 
countries would prove more appalling than any- 
thing we have known. Even in the event of suc- 
cess, a victorious revolution is victorious in a mili- 
tary rather than a social sense. Norman Angel 
wrote a few months ago: “It may be possible to 
get very simple things done by compulsion: a gal- 
ley oar pulled but not a medical operation per- 
formed. In the latter case, threats are likely to 
be less effective than bargain, agreement, persua- 
sion, fees.” 

With his words I want to stress my conviction 
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that everything cannot be achieved by means of 
force and terror. Revolution must go on the 
way of evolution, of compromise, opportunism, 
concession, retreat, and of periods of stagnation. 
Does not the Soviet experiment itself bear out 
the truth of my contention? 


Remember the summer of 1918 when Larin 
worked out a scheme (accepted by Lenin) accord- 
ing to which Russia would be so socialized that 
by 1919 it would be possible to dispense with 
money as a medium of exchange. Instead of one 
year, 18 years have passed and I know that your 
economists are seriously concerned with stabiliz- 
ing the currency, rather than with abolishing 
money. | 


In the year that the civil war ended, when im- 
perialist Europe gave up military intervention, 
when it seemed possible that the building of social- 
ism could begin, Lenin introduced the “Nep”, 
partially restoring capitalism. Bukharin began to 
hymn the peasant desire ‘“‘to get rich”. Later, 
Stalin suddenly decided that the restoration of 
capitalism had gone too far. The “Nep” was 
liquidated; a new wave of terror broke over the 
vast country; several million peasants were per- 
mitted to perish; the five-year plan was executed; 
the villages were collectivized, socialism was be- 
ing built—built but still not completed. The first 
man now to mock economic equality is Stalin. He 
views it as a petty bourgeois, almost counter-revo- 
lutionary notion of those “sick with leftism’”—to 
use Lenin’s phrase. You have introduced a pre- 
mial system in industry, Stakhanovism in the 
mines, seventeen scales of wages, capitalist book- 
keeping in the kolhoz, and partially private owner- 
ship in your collectivized agriculture. You still 
have class distinction in consumption, some having 
very much, and some very little, indeed. Nor 
would anyone of you venture to give a date as to 
when the economic inequality of Soviet neo-cap- 
italism will end. This is no reflection on your 
capacities. I do not mean that someone else would 
have done better. I only want you to understand 
that even a victorious revolution cannot dispense 
with compromise. The social organism must be 
healed. But amputation is not necessarily the 
cure. A slow convalescence is preferable to 
remedies which in themselves create a new dis- 
ease. You, yourselves, despite your theoretical 
antagonism to compromise, have been obliged to 
resort to it for considerations of economic devel- 
opment. Other considerations equally weighty if 
more imponderable are as imperative for me. 


Therefore I still remain the same pacifist that 
I have always been—a pacifist in international 
relations, a pacifist in inter-class relations. I con- 
sider revolution little nobler than war. Revolu- 
tion is war, a zoological rather than a human 
method. I still cannot understand why it is a sin 
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for a German soldier to kill a French soldier on 
the battle-front, but a virtue for a German to kill 
a German or a Frenchman—a Frenchman in per- 
iods of civil war, terror or dictatorship. [ still 
believe that the socialist movement can pursue a 
militant policy of peace and reconstruction, and 
that such a policy will achieve our end. 

If you will answer, as the fashion is, that these 
are the sentimental considerations of feeble liber- 
als, I will cite your own Bible, Karl Marx: “We 
do not assert that the way to this goal (seizure 
of political power by the working class) is the 
same everywhere. We know that the institutions, 
the manners and the customs of the various coun- 
tries must be considered, and we do not deny that 
there are countries like England and America, 
and, if I understood your arrangements better, I 
might even add Holland, where the worker may 
attain his object by peaceful means.” These are 
the words of Marx at the Hague Congress in 
1872. 

I am certain that Russia could have followed a 
clearer, and therefore, more direct, road to social- 
ism. Even if you are sure that in Russia there 
could have been no path other than that taken 
by the Bolshevist revolution, I believe with Marx 
that in other countries ways flowing more natur- 
ally from socialism itself will be found. You 
must not demand that all of us view Moscow as 
a kind of socialist Mecca. 

I know that I have not expressed my thoughts 
systematically, and perhaps I have emphasized 
certain aspects unduly. But you understand the 
general trend of my thought. When you write 
to me, please do not answer me with quotations 
from Dimitrov; do not tell me about your new 
tactics in connection with the united front. I 
know that for the present you have changed your 
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tune. The word “revolution” as a slogan has 
suddenly become taboo. You hesitate to mention 
dictatorship. You have suddenly become enthu- 
siastic advocates of democracy, of parliamentary 
institutions, of reform through constitutional 
changes and developments. You seem to be more 
kindly disposed to that entire “‘social-fascist” bag- 
gage against which you directed your sharpest 
thrusts and because of which you divided the la- 
bor movement throughout the whole world. You 
no longer deride all the principles of social-dem- 
ocracy, which according to your contention, 
raised the demon of fascism in Europe. 

On my table, I have a book “What is Com- 
munism?”’ written by Earl Browder, secretary of 
the American Communist Party. A year ago you 
would have expelled him from the party because 
of his bourgeois democratic fone and his Men- 
shevist conceptions. 

Please be as upright with me as I have been 
with you. Either your new direction is merely 
a strategic move compelled by present urgencies, 
or else it is a fundamental change in your ap- 
proach to the problem. If it is merely strategy 
dictated by necessity, you will return to the old 
fashion when the situation changes. If, however, 
there has been a genuine change of heart, if your 
viewpoint has undergone a fundamental altera- 
tion, then come out into the open with a clear 
statement. Say that you have erred. Say that 
you renounce your doctrines about armed up- 
risings in democratic countries; say that you have 
lost faith in dictatorship and group-rule, even 
though that group be the proletariat; state plainly 
that you will return to free democratic socialism. 
But should you do this, what remains of. your 
communism, of your special dedication, of your 
difference from the socialist movement? 


The Four Fat Years 


II: CONSEQUENCES AND POSSIBILITIES 


ONE OF the most striking phenomena in the 

growth of Eretz Israel is the large increase 
of the labor population. Whereas the entire Jew- 
ish community has only doubled, that of the labor 
element virtually trebled in size. In January 1932, 
the beginning of the peak year, it was estimated 
that Jewish workers (exclusive of their dependent 
Wives) composed 30,000 men and women. _Inclu- 
sion of workers’ wives augmented that figure to 
40,000. Today, workers total 88,000 and to- 
gether with their wives approximate over 105,000. 
(This figure embraces all workers, not only His- 
tadrut workers). Four years ago the labor popu- 
lation represented 16% of the entire Yishuv (Jew- 
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ish settlement). Today the labor community with 
its dependents composes about 40% of the Yishuv. 


HISTADRUT MEMBERSHIP 


HE rapid rise in the labor group was accom- 
panied by an even greater increase in the 
membership of the Histadrut. Enrollment in Tel 
Aviv has almost quadrupled from 8,914 in 1932 
to 32,650 in 1935. Histadrut members in Haifa 
have quintupled from 3,692 to 18,554. In Jeru- 
salem and other cities, the increase was much less 
impressive. Membership of the Histadrut has 
risen in Jerusalem from 3,938 to 6,665, and in 
Tiberias, Safed, etc., from 1,971 to 2,350. Farm- 
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ing populations show relatively smaller progress. 
The number of 7,814 in the settlement districts 
rose to 19,391 and the 3,449 in the farming sec- 
tions mounted to only 6,208. If to these figures 
are added the new members who joined the His- 
tadrut in the last months of 1935, the number of 
Histadrut members and workers’ wives at the be- 
ginning of 1936 approximate 88,000. 


THE COOPERATIVE FARMS 


(THESE figures do not tell the entire story. 

They show that the Histadrut has trebled 
its membership. They also disclose that owing 
to restrictions in immigration and the refusal by 
Jewish farmers to employ Jewish workers there 
occurred a growth of urban population at the ex- 
pense of rural settlement (the percentage of work- 
ers employed on private farms has actually de- 
creased from 15.4% to 8.9%). But they do not 
reveal the great advance made by cooperative 
farm groups who now number over 10,000 (not 
counting children and the parents of cooperative 
members) in contrast to 4,135 in the beginning 
of 1932. True, that while the Histadrut trebled 
in size, the kibbutzim (cooperatives) have grown 
only 250%. But on taking into consideration the 
normal drawbacks accompanying prosperity (such 
as the inevitable magnetic attraction of higher city 
wages) this growth of kibbutzim must be regarded 
as a Zionist and Histadrut achievement of para- 
mount importance. 


CRAFTS AND INDUSTRIES 
[XN THE Jewish industrial world, though there 


has been an increase from 8,500 workers in 
1932 to 25,000 in 1935, the percentage of Jewish 
labor has remained unchanged. It still constitutes 
30.7% of the total Jewish workers in Palestine. 
There occurred an increase in the building trade 
which now furnishes means of livelihood for 16,- 
500 workers or 19.4% of the entire labor com- 
munity as against 13.5% in 1932. Similarly there 
has been a slight increase in transit and transport 
which now engages about 7,000 men or 8.2% of 
all Jewish workers. But these figures are offset 
by various minor percentage reductions in other 
occupations. Particularly ominous is the percent- 
age reduction in the proportion of workers em- 
ployed by private farmers, who in the beginning 
of 1932 engaged 4,500 Jewish workers (16.3% 
of the working population) and today employ only 
from 5,500 to 6,500 workers (or 6.5%-7.5%). 
The distribution of labor within the various crafts 
is far from satisfactory. But the fault in the occu- 
pational structure of urban labor lies not in exces- 
sive labor facilities of urban centers but in the in- 
sufficient facilities offered in rural districts. If 
the percentage of hired labor among Jewish farm- 
ers were as large now as it was in the beginning 
of 1932, i.e. 16.3%, and if the increase in cooper- 
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ative farming were truly proportionate to the gen- 
eral growth in population, then the present occu- 
pational structure would have offered a more 
wholesome picture. 


CHEAP LABOR DESTROYS NATIONAL WEALTH 


EWISH capital investment within the last four 
J years has been considerable. Exclusive of 
commerce, it amounted to over $155,000,000 or 
to one and half times as much as in the whole 
preceding ten years. Over $25,750,000 of this 
money was put in citrus-farming. But that enor- 
mous outlay has added to Jewish economy during 
the past four years only 2,900 plantation owners, 
1,000 Jewish hired workers and 500 plantation 
owners’ sons (engaged as clerks, supervisors, 
etc.). In other words, $9,500 has been invested 
in private citrus-farming for every new Jewish 
individual sustained by that industry. This waste, 
from the standpoint of the needs of Jewish colon- 
ization, is due to the hiring of cheap Arab labor. 
In addition to the 1,000 Jewish hired workers, the 
new citrus farmers employ over 5,000 non-Jewish 
farm hands. Which means that the investment of 
Jewish wealth in citrus farming largely functions 
as a means of defeating Zionism. Its greed for 
profit induces employment of cheap Arab labor 
and consequent increases of Arab settlers at the 
expense of Jewish national colonization. 


INEXPENSIVENESS OF LABOR AGRICULTURE 

UBMITTED to the same analytic method, co- 

operative truck farming displays a splendid 
record. It has, while requiring a capital only one- 
fifth as large as citrus- farming, actually provided 
five times as many jobs for Jewish workers on 
farms. In contrast to the $25,750,000 sunk in 
privately-run plantations, a mere $4,750,000 has 
been invested in labor agriculture. This amount 
has provided employment during the past four 
years to 4,500 new cooperative wage earners and 
to 500 hired laborers working for private immi- 
grant farmers who employ their sons—a total of 
5,000. The average investment therefore amounts 
to only $950 for every wage earner. No econ- 
omic alchemy lies at the root of this state of af- 
fairs. The success is directly attributable, first, 
to the fact that Jewish labor is exclusively em- 
ployed with sporadic exceptions amongst the in- 
dividual settlers; and, secondly, to the pioneer 
economic efforts of labor agriculture aided by na- 
tional capital and national credit institutions. 
These factors are responsible for the foundations 
of a sound Jewish economy in Palestine. 

Here indeed is proof positive for the conten- 
tion that labor agriculture costs remarkably little 
in terms of national wealth. Captious prattlers 
who perennially snivel at the “costliness” of Na- 
tional Fund investments in labor agriculture will, 
if they be honest, face this music and change their 
tune. It is to be hoped that the lesson taught by 
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these figures will be wisely used as a basis for 
future colonization activity and will lead to a 
larger allocation of our National funds for the 
consolidation of this felicitous position in the Jew- 
ish economic front, 


INDUSTRIAL AND HOUSING INVESTMENTS 


ACCORDIN G to the Jewish Agency census for 

the end of 1933, the total investments in 
crafts and industries amounted to $25,855,000. 
The $13,750,000 invested in 1934-35, together 
with outlays since that date, raises the total to 
forty or forty-two and a half million dollars. Div- 
iding this figure by the number of new wage-earn- 
ers (exclusive of those working at home without 
hired help) it yields an average of $1,100 invested 
for every new wage-earner. 

The building trade has absorbed $78,250,000. 
When this sum is divided by the 190,000 increase 
in population, calculations demonstrate that $410 
has been invested for the housing of each individ- 
ual, or an average of 13-15 square meters for 
every person. The figure becomes even smaller 
after one deducts amounts expended in the con- 
struction of shops, packing houses, the laying of 
water pipes, etc. Thus the building investment, 
though apparently large, provides for only one- 
third of a room per person. Which implies that 
despite impressive sums sunk in the building trade, 
minimal dwelling facilities have not yet been pro- 
vided for the population. In order to satisfy room- 
ing needs of the present Jewish population, still 
greater capital investments in the building trade 
are necessary. 


SUPPLY AND IMPORTS 
ig IS common knowledge that Jewish industry 
and agriculture do not yet meet the Jewish 
consumer’s needs and that the margin of difference 
between supply and demand increases daily, which, 
in turn, leads to a commensurate rise in imports 
from abroad. An accurate picture of these mar- 
ginal differences during the 1932-35 period will 
be elucidating. In the first half of 1931, imports 
cost the private market $12,242,325; in the first 
half of 1933, the figure stood at $39,235,000, i.e., 
three times as much as in 1931 (219.5%). 


THE INCREASE IN IMPORTS 
[MPoRTS needed by farmers included products 


that cannot be made in Palestine—not, at least, 
in the near future (manures, machinery, combust- 
ibles, oils, etc.). The total for imports of this 
nature in the beginning of 1935 amounted to $11,- 
064,560 or 29.3% of the sum total for the entire 
period. Such imports are inevitable in many coun- 
tries and particularly in Palestine where a new 
economy is being erected. But one may justly 
criticize a second type of imports, the overwhelm- 
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ing majority of which can be produced in Pales- 
tine and which in many cases compete outright 
with locally made products. Inquiry along these 
lines leads to startling revelations: In the first 
half of 1935 imports of this type almost quad- 
rupled. They rose from $2,477,515 in the first 
half of 1931 to $9,349,760 in the first half of 
1935. These figures hardly need commentary. 
New thousands of Jewish agricultural families 
could have been sustained in Palestine if we had 
been able to produce at least one-half of the quan- 
tity of butter, eggs, potatoes, apples, etc., which 
the Jewish population imported from abroad. This 
failure to turn out the food stuffs was not due to 
a dearth of man power. Thousands of halutzim 
(agricultural vanguardists) are only too eager to 
enter Palestine. They have been unable to come 
largely owing to a lack of suffi¢ient national funds 
to settle them. The Palestine Government, too, 
is responsible for the situation. True, the ques- 
tion of increased agricultural production is too 
complex to admit of facile solution. For large 
scale expansion of agricultural production involves 
price questions and competition problems. But 
the Palestine Government, which might aid home 
industry through constructive measures, is not 
doing its duty by the Palestinian population. It 
could reduce production expenses and facilitate the 
winning over of markets by providing farms with 
roads, by freeing farmers of heavy taxes and of 
burdensome tariff duties, and by offering them 
credit on easy terms. It is regrettable that neither 
the Zionist movement nor the Yishuv seem to have 
fully grasped the vital economic and political 
necessity of developing as far as possible Jewish 
ability to supply basic needs. 


TOTSERET HAARETS 
WiitHour at present entering into further 


details, it may be safely asserted that numer- 

ous products (ranging from clothing to iron 
pipes) can be manufactured in Palestine ( Totseret 
Haarets) right now. The immediate opening of 
such places of industry would support 25,000 new 
individuals. This estimate is quite conservative. 
Industry has not been expanded to its potential 
limits because such expansion is confronted by the 
same obstacles as agriculture: In the first place, 
there is the lukewarm attitude of the government. 
True, some change for the better has recently oc- 
curred. The Jewish Agency’s efforts to dissuade 
the government from indifference have, to a cer- 
tain extent, borne fruit; but the improvement is 
by no means wide enough to warrant expectation 
of active governmental participation in aiding and 
defending infant Jewish industries. Manufactur- 
ing activity drags on lethargically and within sev- 
erely limited bounds. In the second place, there 
is a lack of internal organization to propagate 
Totseret Haarets (home industry). If the Yishuv 
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could organize the Jewish consumer properly it taches to national economic initiative which is not 


would immediately create possibilities for larger 
immigration, and for further economic investment. 

Import figures for 1935 will total $80,000,000 
as against $29,700,000 for 1931—figures which 
emphasize that we did not know how to exploit 
the great economic resources in the country. Even 
when Totseret Haarets will run full blast we shall 
still buy to the tune of millions of pounds large 
quantities of products not manufactured in Pal- 
estine. But if we but knew how to organize our 
economic life, these necessary imports could be 
wielded as a powerful weapon to shield our export 
products and to obtain national credit for coloni- 
zation, industry, and building. 


POSSIBILITIES 
PALESTINE has not failed. Thousands of 


new workers, fresh initiative and renewed 
economic stimulus are today imperative necessities. 
Skepticism over Jewish industry’s ability to thrive 
in Palestine has proved unfounded. In the space 
of a few years an extensive basis for a highly 
promising industry has been laid. Notwithstand- 


ing all the flaws in our economic structure, Jewish‘ 


Palestine acquired during the period significant 
economic and professional experience. It devel- 
oped skill in harmonizing interlinked projects in 
all branches of economy. Centralized credit in- 
struments have consolidated their positions. The 
true value of these acquisitions, however, can be 
measured only in terms of their capacity to stimu- 
late future activity. Jewish economy everywhere 
reveals dormant forces waiting to be galvanized 
into action: No matter what angle is examined 
—consumers’ demand, building, maritime traf- 
fic, governmental occupations — the conclusion 
‘throughout is identical: abundant unexploited pos- 
sibilities and opportunities whose challenge re- 
mains unmet. 

Jewry and the Yishuv will ultimately dissipate 
the mist of hesitancy and suspicion that |has be- 
fogged the spirit of enterprise in the last few 
months. But this reawakening from apathy must 
be precipitated. Time presses. Waiting till things 
happen of themselves will prove costly. Jewry to- 
day is fighting for its very life—a battle which in 
many ways is one against time. If we fail to make 
our rescue work match the tempo of destruction in 
the diaspora and equal to the danger of world- 
wide political upheaval, the price of our incapacity 
may be such as we dare not imagine. 


‘THE IMMEDIATE PROGRAM 


IGHT cardinal points command our immediate 
attention: 

(1) A national loan must be procured and in- 

vested in long term credit for agriculture, industry 

‘and building. Redoubled importance today at- 


skittish when faced with groundless panic and 
which concentrates its efforts on the development 
of primary economic forces and permanent sources 
of power and progress. Long term credit must 
be advanced for the expansion of independent co- 
operative farming. The infusion of new blood 
into primary branches of industry and the spread 
of building housing accommodations will re-inten- 
sify the tempo of economic activity generally. 
Furthermore, Jewish economy today presents a 
sound basis for such investments—long term easy 
credit for agriculture and shorter credit for indus- 
try and building. Two other important facts are 
of happy augur: First, the growing trust of 
Jewish and non-Jewish financial circles in the po- 
tentialities of our national economy and, secondly, 
the growing belief in the absorptive capacity of 
Palestine as the only asylum in the world for those 
Jewish groups which stand on the brink of ruin 
and disaster (German Jewry, etc.). Hence the 
hour has come when the Jewish Agency should 
issue the first national recovery loan. We have 
every reason to believe that it will prove a success. 
National credit institutions, e.g. the Anglo-Pales- 
tine Bank, which have a reputation for reliability 
both at home and abroad must wholeheartedly 
support this loan. The fact that a project of this 
sort demands much organizational force and in- 
fluence should not deter us from stimulating its 
realization. 

(2) Firm political measures must be taken to 
insure constructive assistance from the Palestine 
Government. The Jewish Agency must insist that 
the Administration consider Jewish economy an 
integral organic part of Palestine which, as such, 
should receive all due consideration and attention. 
The Government can fulfil its obligation in many 
ways. Firstly, by extending long term credit from 
the surpluses in its treasury for agricultural, in- 
dustrial and constructional development. Noth- 
ing could be more just or appropriate than that the 
government should allocate to Jewish settlers and 
credit institutions appreciable sums for long terms, 
or buy securities issued by these institutions. It 
should be remembered that by extending such aid 
to Jewish economy the government is at the same 
time increasing its own income possibilities. For 
it has been incontestably established that every 
step forward made by Jewish economy carries in 
its wake an increase in government revenues. Con- 
sequently every government investment in Jewish 
economy means great profits for the government 
itself. The government is likewise under obliga- 
tion to liberate agriculture and ancillary branches 
from the yoke of heavy taxes and payments that 
now weigh heavy upon them all and especially 
upon intensive Jewish agriculture. That milk 
transport should pay the same gasoline tax as a 
private motor car owner is absolutely unjustifiable. 
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(This is only one example of many unjust taxes 
afflicting agriculture.) The government is further 
under obligation to keep in repair the roads link- 
ing Jewish farms with the outside world to avoid 
their isolation in the rainy season and to decrease 
as much as possible their transport expenses. The 
government is under obligation to take a more seri- 
ous interest in the citrus market problems. The 
government must act more rapidly, extensively and 
systematically to defend industry and agriculture 
from foreign dumping. Finally, the government 
is under obligation to cease frustrating the Jewish 
worker in the civil service and to fulfill the prom- 
ise embodied in the MacDonald letter: Jewish 
labor in proportion to the Yishuv’s contribution to 
government income. All these questions are of 
vital significance to Jewish economy today. They 
should be treated.as matters of first importance in 
the political negotiations carried on between the 
Jewish Agency, the Palestine Administration and 
England. Muddling along present lines is intol- 
erable. All influence must be brought to bear in 
order to effect immediate change. 


(3) The organization of Totseret Haarets con- 
sumption must be intensified. Lack of energetic 
action in this field only demonstrates Jewish econ- 
omic and political immaturity. All reductions in 
imports which tend to increase home production 
create new possibilities for rescuing more Jews 
from destruction and ignominy in the diaspora and 
open up opportunities for their transfer to Pales- 
tine. Yet the Yishuv acts with criminal clumsiness 
in the matter. There has been established, with 
great effort, a central national organization de- 
voted to popularizing Totseret Haarets. But it will 
make little headway unless it can become a well- 
organized popular movement capable of contacting 
both producer and consumer. Moreover this 
movement, in order to succeed, must receive the 
full backing of the major credit and economic 
institutions. 


(4) Histadrut and Yishuv must be made con- 
scious of the need for penetration and reintrench- 
ment in civil service, railway and maritime jobs. 
Endeavor in this field has always been of a desul- 
tory, lackadaisical character.. Any progress made 
or positions carried were never consolidated; no 
efforts were put forth to hold, protect or fortify 
the outposts won. The Jewish worker and clerk 
who have obtained or seek such positions should 
have behind them the interest and active approval 
of. the Yishuv. Support should be not only moral 
but cognizant of the particular difficulties besetting 
their path and ready to help. Such workers should 
be sustained by the knowledge that others are 
coping with such problems as their children’s edu- 
cation, their housing, immigration certificates for 
their relatives, their health, accident insurance, etc. 


When proper systematic care is taken of these- 








23 








matters, hopes may be bright for further success 
and penetration in these fields. A civil service 
employee will then not lightly abandon his job. He 
will look upon it as a permanent source of his in- 
come. Finally, urban and rural contracting insti- 
tutions, kibutzim and individual workers must 
unite for a combined effort to enter the civil ser- 
vice. 

(5) Financial and organizational forces must 
be mobilized to estabish a firm, impregnable posi- 
tion in maritime docking and shipping. This is a 
neglected field full of rich possibilities which re- 
quire pioneer capital to pave the way for future 
development. Without national institutions, prog- 
ress in that sphere will be halting; with their aid 
it will be perseverant and significant. The Jewish 
Agency, the Histadrut and national credit bodies 
are under obligation to create such institutions. 


(6) The recrudescence of the anti-Jewish labor 
plague in the citrus groves must be counteracted 
by the creation of a national company for selling 
fruit guaranteed to be produced by 100% Jewish 
labor. Other constructive measures must also be 
taken: the activities of the Histadrut contracting 
bureau should be expanded; additional shelter 
ought to be provided for kibbutzim and individual 
workers; permanent occupational instruction needs 
to be established for immigrants; credit should be 
advanced to loyal farmers, etc. Social and econ- 
omic pressure must be brought to bear on recalci- 
trant farmers; public opinion in Palestine should 
be informed of how matters stand; propaganda, 
in the form of publication of developments in the 
situation and the just demands of Jewish labor, 
should be given larger scope. 


(7) Popular building and the construction of 
workers’ dwellings should be intensified. Mort- 
gage credit must especially be provided. A social 
bank for second mortgages for builders whose 
needs are not satisfied by a first mortgage must be 
established. Stone, zif-zif and plaster produced 
in Jewish industry should be used in Jewish build- 
ing. 

(8) Jewish foreign commerce must be well or- 
ganized to provide adequate protection for Jew- 
ish exports and to obtain long-term credit for set- 
tlement, industry and building. Opening the gates 
of Palestine to unrestricted imports without com- 
pensation or reciprocity has converted Palestine 
and Jewish economy into a dumping fround. Vari- 
ous countries shut their own ports with tariff bar- 
riers against Palestine exports and at the same 
time sell the Yishuv large quantities of their own 
products. Eretz Israel must with its own resources 
erect a defensive wall against dumping. Jewish 
credit institutions and chambers of commerce must 
devote much energy to the voluntary organization 
of trade with a view of both increasing Jewish 
exports and of rescuing from the huge sums spent 
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on imports available funds for colonization activi- 
ties and for guaranteeing the employment of Jew- 
ish labor in export industries (citrus). 


Finally it devolves upon one and all, both indi- 
viduals and institutions, to guard the very founda- 
tions of our economic life: Jewish immigration. 
New Jewish settlement is the source and prime 
mover behind all our progress and growth. The 


Dignity of Labor 


OU may have heard of the institution known 
as essen teg. That was the Yeshiva bochur’s 
meal ticket. The Yeshiva bochur was frequently 
a poor man’s son. He was able to devote himself 
to the study of the Talmud only because charita- 
ble people were willing to give him free meals. 
Each day in the week, throughout the yearly pe- 
riod, he was fed by a different family. Sometimes, 
he was short a day, and he went without food. 
‘That was known as essen teg. The one day a week 
benefactor may have been the gvir (rich man) 
of the town, or the starving shoemaker. That 
was a painfully humiliating life for the Talmudic 
student. Abraham Reisen, the poet, described it 
as essen teg un schlingen treren—eating days and 
swallowing tears. Yet, ‘the Yeshiva bochur’s occu- 
pation was one of dignity, and the shoemaker’s, 
one of indignity. Sometime the Yeshiva bochur 
was even lucky enough to be chosen by the gvir 
as his son-in-law. The bochur’s parents, strug- 
gling to support themselves by ill-paid manual 
labor, lacked dignity; their son, living on other 
people’s toil, possessed dignity. Intellectual labor 
is glorified; manual labor, degraded. When we 
boast of the ancient sage who was a shoemaker, 
we boast of him because he was a sage, not be- 
cause he was a cobbler. In the Leather Song, by 
J. L. Perez, as I remember it vaguely, the worker 
is the lowest layer in the heel of the shoe. He is 
being crushed between the stony pavement below 
and all other layers in the heel above. 


We speak nowadays of the dignity of labor, 
and emphasize manual labor. Just what do we 
mean by “dignity” in this case? Dignity is either 
inherent or assumed. If inherent, as in honesty, 
it is there, and need not be fought for. If as- 
sumed, needing to be fought for, it must be in re- 
lation to, and at the expense of, other social 
groups. The bourgeoisie attained its state of dig- 
nity at the expense of the feudal class. 


Inasmuch as manual labor is the honest per- 
formance of a socially needed task, it has inher- 
ent dignity. Insofar as the objective is the acqui- 
sition of dignity, it is a matter of struggle and 
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Yishuv must fortify its position through political 
defense and elucidation, through the multiplication 
of economic absorptive forces and through pains- 
taking care of the immigrant himself. 


This careful analysis of the economic status in Palestine, 
as developed between 1932-1936, was presented by H. Frumkin 
at the last session of the Histadrut’s Council. The first part, 
dealing with general economic conditions, was published in 
the March 1936 Jewish Frontier. The whole report will soon 
appear asa pamphlet—The Editors. 


— What is it? 
@ by Joseph Schlossberg 


power. Dignity then becomes the reward of vic- 
tory. It is one of the spoils of war. 

A careful examination of the essence of our 
struggle for the dignity of labor will disclose the 
fact that our true objective is not the elevation of 
labor to a position of dignity—that is unneces- 
sary, because all socially useful work is dignified, 
but the emancipation of labor from its present 
position of indignity. The former is inner; the 
latter external. By abolishing the external, the 
inner is automatically revealed. 

With labor, the difference between dignity and 
indignity is a matter of power. There is no dig- 
nity as this term is commonly understood, in the 
socially supremely useful job of digging coal, but 
there is dignity, again as the term is generally 
understood, attached to the existence of an or- 
ganization of a half million mine workers with 
great fighting power. In our social order, power 
makes dignity, as might makes right. 

In the struggle to free manual labor from in- 
dignity we sometimes bend over backwards in 
contrasting it with other kinds of human effort 
to the disadvantage of the latter. We make a 
fetish of hard manual labor. We almost say that 
the physician, who protects the worker’s health, 
and enables him to work efficiently, and the engi- 
neer, who helps to make the worker’s toil more 
productive, is doing less .dignified work than the 
day laborer. That is so, because at present, the 
physician and the engineer occupy positions of 
social prestige, while the laborer is socially among 
the lowly. In a well ordered society all service to 
society will be dignified labor. 

Dignity of labor has, however, a special sig- 
nificance in Palestine, and for two reasons: 

1. There is the struggle for Kibush avodah. 
In this case, it means, not the conquest of labor, 
but the conquest of the right to work. With the 
Arab employers “naturally” refusing to employ 
Jewish workers, and the Jewish employers “un- 
naturally” doing the same, the Jewish workers in 
Palestine are, in effect, denied the right to work. 
Thus, the struggle of the Jewish workers is for 
the enforcement of a fundamental right. 
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2. In a great country like the United States, 
with a going civilization, the worker’s job is con- 
stantly to replenish the great stock of the neces- 
sities of life, as it is being consumed from day 
to day. It is different in neglected and wasted 
Palestine. When a group of pioneers, without the 
necessary training and means, go knee-deep into 
a swamp, at the risk of health and life, and re- 
claim the land, they make a valuable contribution 
to the welfare of the country. And when they 
convert the former disease-breeding mudhole into 
a flourishing cooperative labor colony, they en- 
rich the country. And when they make two blades 
of grass grow in the place of one, they literally 
add to the resources of the country. The results 
of those efforts are visible to the naked eye. As 
those achievements increase and multiply, they 
bring material and spiritual happiness to the peo- 
ple in the country. One cannot help seeing the 
building up of the national and social structure, 
brick by brick. The manual labor that is needed 
for that sort of work must have high spiritual 
quality, since the laborers must be prepared for 
sacrifices of all kinds for the common good. 


These circumstances impart to labor in Pales- 
tine a dignity which is unknown elsewhere, a dig- 
nity which is of the nature of sanctity. The acad- 
emician, who puts away his diploma to become a 
land laborer, may not because of that mere fact 
alone grow in moral stature, but the labor that 
means national and social reconstruction is, be- 
cause of that historic fact, ennobling and inspir- 
ing. 

That is my understanding of the dignity of 
labor of our comrades in Palestine. 
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Important Announcement 


THE BREAKERS HOTEL takes pleasure 
in announcing the permanent continua- 
tion of a strictly Kosher dining room 
in this famous beachfront establishment. 


WE wish to call particular attention, 

however, to the first class service 
offered by the Breakers Hotel, for those 
who desire to take advantage of the 
comforts we offer on our European plan. 


WE are taking this opportunity to ex- 

press our sincerest thanks and ap- 
preciation for the confidence placed in 
us by the Jews in America who joined 
us in celebrating Pesach, many of whom 
are prominent Jewish leaders from vari- 
ous parts of America. With the co- 
operation of our guests, and of all our 
employees, it is our ambition to create 
an institution in the Breakers Hotel that 
will rightfully make it the center of 
Jewish aristocracy in America. 


BREAKERS HOTEL 
On the Boardwalk. 
Atlantic City, N. j. 


EMANUEL E. KATZ 
Managing Director 
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Presenting Eretz 


PALESTINE SPEAKING 


RETZ ISRAEL is at last on the air. Ever since March 

30, one need but twist the dial to “receive” Palestine. 
For Eretz Israel has in Ramelah its own radio station con- 
ducted in three languages (Hebrew, Arabic and English), 
and offers the world a daily five-hour program from 5:30 to 
10:30 p.m. (Palestine time). Readers of Jewish Frontier 
who do not own — short-wave sets may be interested 
in an abbreviated account of the program during the first 
week from Monday, March 30, to Saturday, April 4: MON- 
DAY—Jerusalem String Quartet; Yemenite songs, Braha 
Zifra; Lecture by Dr. A. Katzenelenson; Chamber Music 
(Yellin, cellist; Suken, first violinist), TUESDAY—News 
commentator; Musical Program in commemmoration of the 
Jewish composer, Joel Engel; Lecture on Bialik by Z. 
Schneuer; Haifa Trio (Zardi, Weisgerber, Bernstein). 
WEDNESDAY—Oriental recordings; Dance music; Selec- 
tions from Spanish and English composers; Economic Survey 
of 1935 by Dr. A. Ruppin; Aliza Yacob-Levenson, pianist. 
THURSDAY—Youth hour; Studio Music (Philip Scharf, 
conductor) ; Hebrew lesson by Dr. I. Epstein; Grape Diseases 
by Dr. N. Hochberg; Hebrew songs by Palestinian com- 
posers; Current Topics; European Recordings. FRIDAY— 
Arabian Songs; A Talk on the Gift of the Sabbath by Dr. J. 
Kaufman; English Music (from Byrd to Bax) ; Old English 
Songs. SATURDAY—Rainfall in 1935 by Dr. D. Escol; 
News commentator; Jewish folk songs; Sports talk by 
Isaac Halutz; Humorous Monologue; Dance music. The 
programs are. not punctured by advertising. 


THE ALEPH YOD STATIC . 


Bu though Palestinian radio is free from the horrors 
of advertising, it has not escaped the inevitable static. 
Even before the station began functioning, certain Arab 
sections of the community saw fit to complain that “for 
every four hours devoted to English and Hebrew, only 
two hours were to be devoted to Arabic”. Moreover, the 
same source claimed, Jewish talent was excessively favored 
(yet the complainants proposed no alternate talent). Then 
came the great day when the station was opened and new 
difficulties arose. The announcer, when speaking in Hebrew, 
very naturally referred to Palestine as Eretz Israel. Arabs 
protested, and two days later the announcer gave as his 
station identification the mere initials E. I. (in Hebrew, 
Aleph Yod). The shortened form at once aroused the 
Jewish population, Hebrew newspapers promptly opened 
their columns to a deluge of letters from furious readers 
decrying the action of the Palestine Broadcasting Company 
in truncating Eretz Israel to bare initials. The condensed 
version (i.e., E. I.) thereupon became the concern of law. 
Israel Amicam, (who recently waged a successful crusade 
for the transmission of telegrams in Hebrew characters), 
filed suit to force use of the full, unabbreviated name. 
The Aleph Yod tempest, while these lines are being written, 
still rages. 


RADIO AND GALUT 


UT static or no static, the radio diffusion of Hebrew is 
tightening links between the Jewish people throughout 

the world and the Yishuv in Palestine. Odessa has sent 
news that enthusiastic Jews in the settlement of southern 
Ukraine are reporting clear reception from Jerusalem. 
Sales of short-wave sets mount in the diaspora and certainly 
in Palestine proper thousands of cheap sets flood the local 
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Israel 


markets. An American radio company is running a full 
page ad in the Davar, and the Government has distributed 
free radios to one hundred Arab villages throughout the 
country, 


DISCORDS 


> ing controversy over the correct mode for “Jerusalem 
is calling” hardly constitutes the only tempestuous 
cloud on the Palestinian horizon. April is the traditional 
month for the Nebi Musa procession (Moslem Festival 
of the prophet Moses) which in recent years provided 
occasions for anti-Zionist demonstrations. This year, the 
religious parade was characterized by internal Arabic quar- 
rels rather than by anti-Jewish manifestations. In addition 
to the procession, April 1936 was, seemingly, to have 
achieved distinction by the inauguration of a new Jewish 
festival. The satisfied plantation owners of Petach Tikva, 
who “use” Arab labor almost exclusively, decided to pro- 
claim an annual orange-harvesting season. To impress the 
children of Eretz Israel with the importance of the harvest, 
the colony was rigged out with flags and garlands, and a 
ceremonial program announced. But despite the flag-wav- 
ing and speechmaking, the celebration did not take. For 
the Histadrut’s local branch refused to participate. It 
logically maintained that since the harvesting was not a 
product of Jewish labor, the festival could not be con- 
sidered Jewish. 


PHYSICIANS CONGRESS 


NDAUNTED by discords and static, Eretz Israel is 

planning ahead for the Jewish future. On April 21-24, 
Tel Aviv welcomed into its midst a World Congress of 
Jewish physicians. About 500 delegates and guests were 
reported. Among the countries to be represented were 
Poland, Latvia, Roumania, Lithuania, England, Czecho- 
slovakia, Holland, and France. No official delegates came 
from America because a professional organization of Jewish 
physicians does not exist in the United States. The official 
speech of the Congress was of course Hebrew and all disser- 
tations presented in other languages were translated into 
that tongue. Subjects on the agenda included: the plight 
of Jewish physicians in the diaspora; the bio-pathology of 
the Jews; popular eugenics amongst Jews in the diaspora; 
the peculiar health problems of Palestine; and, last but 
not least, the Nazi race theory. The underlying purpose 
of the Congress is to create a world-wide union of Jewish 
physicians. The Congress also, aims to establish an Inter- 
national Health Institute devoted to the study of the specific 
health problems confronting the Jewish people. 


THE UPWARD CURVE 


een country, too, is continuing in its upward curve of 
development. Tel Aviv has just been granted con- 
struction permits for 30,000 square metres during the 
month of March (which is 50% more than during January 
and February). Similar increases in construction permit- 
figures occurred in Jerusalem and Haifa. Two thousand 
new workers are about to be given employment as a result 
of projects initiated by the Palestine Investment Corporation 
(the joint creation of the Jewish Agency Executive and of 
the Unemployment Fund of the Histadrut). 


SUN GLASSES AND OPERATING TABLES 


"gonna is capturing new positions. The Solux fac- 
tory in Haifa, established in 1934 by. German-Jewish 
immigrants, now manufactures colored glasses for use in 
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strong sunshine and competes in the near East market with 
European and Japanese products. The Tel Aviv factory of 
Dov Rabinovitz & Son this week sent t Damascus a 
consignment of medical appliances including sterilizators 
of modern design, wheel chairs for convalescents, sanitary 
cupboards, and operating tables—all made in Tel Aviv. 


HOT SPRINGS OF TIBERIAS 


N& do the provinces lag far behind, as enterprise in 
Galilee demonstrates. News has just come that the 
famous hot springs of Tiberias, which cured ailments in 
Greek and Roman times thousands of years ago, are soon 
to function as a modern spa. The average daily flow of 
water which last year amounted to only 160,000 litres has 
now fisen to 2,000,000 litres, and buildings at a cost of 
$200,000 will be started in May as the first part of a scheme 
to turn Tiberias into a real resort. 


INFANTS AND TNUVA 


\ ome HER with these improvements in industry, build- 
ing trades, and the labor market, runs a parallel 
expansion in agriculture. Tnuva (the Cooperative Dairy 
Products and Vegetable Market Association of the Hista- 
drut) branches out into new activities. Under the direc- 
tion of Dr. Rabinovitz, a specialist in infant nutrition who 
recently arrived from Latvia, Tnuva is bottling milk, butter- 
milk, cream, vegetable and meat soups for children’s diets, 
both prepared and preserved in accordance with the latest 
scientific methods. 


THE ENDLESS TRAGEDY 


Fen yet, despite this progress and the continuous 
growth in demand for Jewish labor, the Mandatory 
power still persists in punishing as criminals all uncer- 
tificated Jews who enter Palestine, Jews are kept in jail 
for the sole crime of seeking to enter their homeland from 
hell in the diaspora. Ostensibly, they are prevented from 
entering on the pretense of a need to protect the absorptive 
capacity of the country. But actually, governmental restric- 
tions only interfere with that general economic development 
and cause intense personal misery. How this heinous 
immigration law operates may be judged from the 
following news items: March 30—Thirteen illegal Jewish 
immigrants imprisoned at Acre declared a hunger strike 
to protest against their detention. April 2—Five of the 
prisoners were severely beaten when an attempt was made 
at forcible feeding. April 5 — Several of the political 
prisoners were released on bail raised by the Haifa Jewish 
community. Thus the daily agony continues. And all 
primarily that the Mandatory power may play its political 
game with the Arab effendis. 


LIGHT THROUGH SHADOW 


ie wccig with this shadow, light constantly infiltrates: 
Last month Henrietta Szold came three times to Haifa 
to receive contingents of certificated German-Jewish boys 
girls arriving under her tutelage to a freer life in Palestine. 
In March her immigrants totalled 125. . . . Sir Neill Mal- 
colm, the League of Nations High Commissioner for Refu- 
gees from Germany recently visited the kvutza (cooperative) 
at Tel Hai where some sixty German-Jewish youths are in 
training. . . . Theodor Kassel, the German-Jewish author, 
has proven that rumors concerning his escape from a con- 
centration camp in Germany were really true. He arrived 
in Palestine on March 27. 
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JEWISH FRONTIER 


Labor Spying, Radicalsm 


and the United Front 


®@ by Elsie Gliick 


— months ago, the radical press vigorously denounced 
the motion picture “Black Fury”. The implication from 
the picture that “radical” oppositionists are labor spies in 
the pay of employers had dangerous possibilities for sup- 
pressive measures in union administration, And yet the 
startling disclosures of a recent Senatorial sub-committee in 
Washington bear out the fact that such incidents do occur. 

Thus far, the international heads of the Seamen’s and the 
Longshoremen’s Union have not accused the radical local 
leadership on the Pacific coast and elsewhere with industrial 
espionage. For one thing, the refusal of the employers to 
deal further with these local bodies and their willingness 
to negotiate with the international heads would make such 
a charge, for any one acquainted with the procedure of 
“radical” labor spies, impossible. To the story of the long 
internal conflict in these two unions between radical and 
conservative elements, reviewed in a previous chronicle, 
must be added some new developments. Some of the Pa- 
cific coast local unions have been expelled from the Seamen's 
union, the radical Harry Bridges and his locals have been 
repudiated by the longshoremen’s international union, the 
latter action however being quickly followed by a pledge of 
support of the district president of all the Pacific coast lo- 
cals. Nor are these conflicts confined to the Pacific Coast. 

The maritime situation has aroused a furore in the na- 
tional government. Shipowners were disappointed when 
Secretary of Commerce Roper was unable to carry out his 
(or was it their?) program of trying striking sailors for 


mutiny. They are now agitating for a unified governmental 


body to deal with maritime problems, one which they can} 
control. The Secretary of Commerce is aiding the “red” 
hunt by discovering sabotage by seamen on American ships 
in transit. All of these governmental activities, of course, 
are much concerned with the strategic importance of mari- 
time transport, not only in normal economic life but in war- 
time preparations and activities. 

Longshoremen and seamen are not the easiest groups to 
organize. The casual and uncertain character of employ- 
ment of the former, and the absence from home and work 
under semi-military rules of the sea of the latter, provide 
both incentives for organization and difficulties in building 
a union setting working conditions and providing for some 
control over them by the organized men. Once organized, 
however, these homeless, unattached men, accustomed to a 
hazardous life in work, are apt to become impatient with 
officials who have certainty, a regular mode of life, and 
with endless negotiations and arbitration delays. Only at 
the beginning, can one see the complete reliance on official 
leadership that this writer witnessed in Palestine, in a strike 
of Arab and Jewish long-horemen in the Haifa port, which 
was conducted by the Histadrut labor council. Long sub- 
jection to iron discipline at sea must result in periodic out- 
breaks; perhaps some of our conservatives in government 
have seen “Potemkin” and “Sailors of Catarro”. And yet, 
the now conservative leaders have done a magnificent job in 
organizing maritime workers and securing protection for 
them. Old Andy Furuseth of the Seamen’s Union is a leg- 
endary hero not only in official circles but with the rank and 
file. 


 idgee hearings of the Sub-committee of the Senate Com- 
mittee on Labor and Education which are being held 





in Washington at this time have made public what every 
labor organizer and liberal have long known: that in prac- 
tically every industry and locality, employers have a wide- 
flung system of industrial espionage among workers in “peace 
time” and a system of armed violence and the use of men 
with criminal records in strike time. Personal liberty, the 
right to organize, and civil liberties are tragic mockeries 
where workers seek to remedy their conditions, According 
to Herbert Blankenhorn of the National Labor Relations 
Board, the number of spies runs into the hundreds of thou- 
sands at a cost of $80,000,000 a year taken by employers 
from the wage bill. These figures do not presumably in- 
clude the number and cost of strikebreakers, guards and 
ptivate deputies, who are often given police power by local 
governments despite or perhaps because of their criminal 
records. In the completely unorganized industries—such as 
steel, and to a lesser extent automobiles, the method is one 
of discharge, discrimination; in the unorganized coal 
fields of Kentucky, West Va. and areas of Pennsylvania 
company controlled towns it is refusal to permit organizers 
or union meetings in the towns, and violent and sudden ex- 
pulsions of union members, Where, as in hosiery and cloth- 
ing, the union is well established, the method is to try to 
get some well-known member official, bribed by “bonding 
companies representing stockholders” to advocate an ex- 
tremely “‘radical’’ course or strike which will eventually 
wreck the power of the union. The hearings made very 
clear the link between leading figures in the American Lib- 
erty League, that ardent protector of personal liberty against 
governmental intervention as represented by the Roosevelt 
program, detective agencies and leading industrialists. 


It is interesting to speculate on the reason for these 
hearings which are accompanied by agitation for a Con- 
gressional investigation of employers’ spy activities, their 
purchases of firearms and tear gas, their link with criminal 
elements in the country. A number of the witnesses were 
members of the National Labor Relations Board. This body 
has been hampered in its handling of violations of the Wag- 
ner Labor Disputes Act by innumerable court actions to en- 
join it, many of which have resulted in decisions unfavor- 
able to the Board. Is it not possible that the Roosevelt 
administration is putting into the record and before the 
public the important background of the situation so that 
when the Supreme Court passes on the constitutionality of 
this measure, it may have the facts before it. There are a 
number of indications that the Washington administration 
will not passively go to defeat on this measure as on the 
NRA. Important new social measures, such as the setting 
up of a little NRA in the textile industry, housing legisla- 
tion in which the A. F. of L. has shown keen interest, are 
now being discussed in Congress. More publicity has been 
given to the investigation of the Townsend organization 
than to the critical testimony of social workers and econom- 
ists before another sub-committee which is reviewing the 
relief and the social security situation. How far, the ques- 
tion arises, will Roosevelt push his original program in the 
field of social legislation? 

Evidently, important leaders in the trade union movement 
believe, he means to go far. A Labor Non-Partisan League, 
formed by Berry of the Printing Pressmen’s Union and 
Roosevelt’s choice for heading up what is left of the NRA, 
has the backing of three important figures in the Commit- 
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tee on Industrial Organization. John L. Lewis and the min- 
er’s union have never gone on record for a labor or So- 
cialist party, but Sidney Hillman, David Dubinsky and the 
garment unions have. The last-named resigned from the 
Socialist Party in order to support Roosevelt. The League 
makes it clear however that it is for “Roosevelt in 1936” 
and that its hands are free for future times and other situ- 
ations. The liberal press finds some comfort in this restric- 
tion and in the formation of the League which may turn 
into a trade union basis for a labor party. These “left” 
leaders, according to an amusing story in the Nation, stole 
a march in this move on the craft union elements in the 
American Federation of Labor and its official leadership. 

Here,. too, is the conflict between the advocates of craft 
and industrial unionism. John L. Lewis has suggested a di- 
rect referendum of the entire A. F. of L. membership on the 
issue of industrial unionism, confident that large groups of 
the membership in the craft unions would vote against their 
delegates at the last convention. To this challenge there 
has been no official A. F. of L. response, but some local 
unions which have gone on record in this way, have been 
warned by higher officials that they would be subject to ex- 
pulsion. The prestige of the Committee on Industrial Or- 
ganization has meanwhile been enhanced by its aid in the 
Akron strike of 14,000 rubber workers which has ended 
in a partial victory. 


PLITS are not the only order of the day in current labor 
circles. In Washington, during the period of these hear- 
ings, delegates from three or more organizations of the un- 


employed met and formed a united organization in which . 


Socialist, Communist, “splinter group” and non-partisan 
controlled bodies are represented. A Socialist, David Lasser, 
was elected President and the organization which he for- 
merly headed has a majority control on the Board. The 
delegates received a cool reception from Congress and the 
Executive, ran into arrests on the way at Bel Air, Md., over 
discrimination in restaurants against Negro representatives, 
but we can expect to hear more and more of the power of 
such a united organization. 

The action of the Labor Non-Partisan League and Du- 
binsky’s resignation was a blow to the militant element in 
the Socialist Party, at the same time that its victory in the 
primaries in New York over the Old Guard heartened it. 
The indications are that there will be no “united front’ be- 
tween the Socialist Party and the official Communist Party, 
even though united May Day demonstrations and al 
tions in such committees as the Scottsboro and Herndon 
defense committees. The Socialists feel that the Commu- 
nist Party has replaced its violent disruptive tactics of the 
past with a new wavering line, which because of a fear of 
fascism, has involved organizational alliances with a variety 
of nondescript political and economic groups. The Daily 
Worker, too, is disappointed in the action for Roosevelt. 
Under the threat of fascist victory, the Communists in 
Czechoslovakia came out for Benes as the lesser evil. 


One's decision on such a matter rests upon the evaluation 
of the relative force of fascist and counter-fascist groups 
and tendencies in the country. The rebuff to Hearst in a 
Washington court, the hearings in Washington, the an- 
nouncement that Philadelphia plans to follow Wisconsin’s 
example in barring outside hired strikebreakers through de- 
tective agencies, united front activities, the victory in Akron 
ate signs indicating a considerable distance from fascist 
strength. On the other hand, in Milwaukee, where Mayor 
Daniel Hoan was re-elected, the rest of the Socialist slate 
suffered a setback, The removal of the trial for the murder 
of Joseph Shoemaker, organizer of the unemployed, from 
Tampa, Florida, to a jurisdiction controlled by the Ku Klux 
Klan implicated in the murder; the victory of the “patriots” 
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in the Massachusetts legislature on the Teachers’ Oath Bill; 
duplicated by similar victories and “‘red’’ hunts among teach- 
ers in other localities, are but a few of the instances in 
which the forces of reaction have had their innings. If one 
is distressed that in such a crucial situation, labor is not 
united on the economic and political field, it may be rele- 
vant to suggest that the present internal differences and di- 
vergencies may be part of a process of unification on lines 
which will ensure a strong, well-rooted anti-fascist body. 
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BOOKS 


JEWISH LETTERS IN GERMANY 


the end of the eighteenth century German Jewry 
has been in the vanguard of World Jewry. The great 
social and intellectual movements of modern Judaism had 
their origin in Germany and spread from there to Eastern 
Europe. Cultural emancipation, the Hebrew renaissance 
and modern Jewish science were personified first, (and 
to. a certain extent even best) by Moses Mendelssohn of 
Dessau, Hartwig Wessely of Hamburg and Leopold Zunz 
of Detmold. Heinrich Graetz was the first Jewish historio- 
graph, Heinrich Heine the first Jewish poet in the con- 
temporary sense. The great struggle between the ortho- 
dox and the liberal interpretation of religion and tradi- 
tion was fought out in Germany. German Jews were the 
first to play a leading role in Socialism. Zionist ideology 
has its father in Moses Hess, political Zionism in Theodor 
Herzl, The brunt of modern anti-Semitism had to be 
borne by German Jewry. Persecutions against the Jews 
were more frequent and more violent in other countries, 
but in Germany, anti-Semitism developed into a science 
and a philosophy and acquired academic status and dignity 
through Heinrich Treitschke in 1879, only ten years after 
the formal emancipation of the Jews in Germany, The 
formal emancipation of 1869 was in no way a full eman- 
cipation; Jews remained excluded, at least in fact, in most 
states of Germany (especially in the leading and most im- 

rtant State, in Prussia) from the civil service, from the 
judicial benches, from the faculties in the universities and 
from the officers’ corps in the army. Only the year 1918 
initiated a full emancipation of the German Jews in a 
way which can be compared to their status in America; 
but it happened simultaneously with and as a consequence 
of what most of the Germans considered a national catas- 
trophe and a deep humiliation. An unprecedented par- 
ticipation of the Jews in the public and cultural life of 
Germany followed. Fifteen years later, with the general 
setting back of the clock in Germany, the civic and human 
rights of the Jews in Germany were abolished or cur- 
tailed as in no other country in modern times. 

This terrible reverse, whose consequences for the so- 
cial and intellectual structure of German Jewry cannot be 
predicted by anybody, did not leave Germany Jewry cul- 
turally stunned. Many Jewish intellectuals have left Ger- 
many, but few of those had ever taken any part in Jewish 
life. The possibilities for cultural expression have been in 
many ways tultified or taken away in Germany; most Jew- 
ish periodicals, with the exception of the valiant and bril- 
liantly edited Zionist Juedische Rundschau, have been pro- 
hibited. On the other hand it is sometimes overlooked 
that about 300,000 German speaking Jews, more than half 
the number of Jews in Germany before the Hitler regime 
there, live in German speaking territories contig- 
uous to Germany, especially in Vienna, and that many lead- 
ers of German Jewish thought and art have lived in or 
have come from parts of the former Austrian Empire. 
Even within the German Reich the cultural activity of 
German Jewry has not stopped. The leading Jewish 
monthly Der Morgen continues to appear; it has lost the 
previously very impressive and luxurious exterior get-up, 
but it has gained in the seriousness and immediacy of 
its contents. It is still too early to foresee whether Ger- 
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man Jewry will be able to continue its intellectual life. 
Its numbers are dwindling, its economic position and se- 
curity are broken; the professional classes are even harder 
hit than the business world; its moral reserves are being 
permanently sapped and undermined by an unprecedented, 
systematic process of defamation and segregation; and there 
is the danger that in an atmosphere replete with dogmas 
of nationalism and of a reinterpretation of history, mental 
contagion might be possible. This might destroy the deep 
roots of liberalism and humanism which the last century 
planted, and which alone can guarantee the continuous 
progress of cultural life. 

Whatever the final outcome of German Jewry’s cultural 
fate, the last three years will be remarkable in their cultural 
history if only for the fact that in these times of oppres- 
sion the publishing house of Schocken has again set a 
new standard for a Jewish publishing house, and not only 
in Germany. It is unique for the high quality of its care- 
fully selected publications, for the dignified beauty of their 
printing and binding and for their appeal to the needs 
and the situation of German Jewry. Mr. Salman Schocken, 
the proprietor of great department stores in several cities 
of Saxony and Southern Germany, has always shown a 
keen interest in Jewish cultural activity. As a bibliophile 
of renown he collected many valuable old books, among 
them precious Hebrew and Yiddish prints of former centur- 
ies, In 1930 he founded a Research Institute for Hebrew 
poetry under the direction of the Chief Rabbi of Prague, 
Heinrich Brody, who is the foremost expert on Hebrew 
medieval poetry. This Institute published critical standard 
editions of poets like Moshe ibn Ezra, of ancient piyyutim 
of Yannai, of Hebrew poetry from Italy. Later the pub- 
lishing house of Schocken published a beautiful Hebrew 
edition in six volumes of all novels and stories by Samuel 
Joseph Agnon, probably the outstanding living prose writ- 
er of modern Hebrew literature. Agnon who received last 
year’s Bialik prize from the city of Tel Aviv, depicts in 
his stories the life of the Hassidim in Galicia. The crisis 
of the last years marked a new departure: the Schocken 
Verlag has statited to publish Jewish books in the Ger- 
man language. A novelty in the Jewish publication mar- 
ket is the Schocken Biicherei, a series of tastefully presented 
books, each of about one hundred pages. Every month 
two volumes are published with the intention of making 
the immense and inexhaustible treasures of Jewish liter- 
ature of thirty centuries and almost as many lands acces- 
sible to the reader of to-day, through selection and editing 
of those texts which are of immediate interest to present 
day problems. The forty volumes which have been pub- 
lished up till now deal with Jewish history and folklore, 
with Jewish faith and thought, literature and poetry. The 
Midrash is represented and old legends; the Yiddish book 
of Ma’asim; works of Mose ben Maimon and of Flavius 
Josephus; the narrative of the persecutions of the Jews 
under the Roman Emperor Caligula by Philo of Alex- 
andria; and the autobiography of Salomon Maimon, the 
contemporary of Kant and the first Jew in German philoso- 
phy. Karl Wolfskehl, the disciple of Stefan George, has 
published here under the title Die Stimme Spricht a short 
cycle of twenty-four poems which are undoubtedly the deep- 
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est artistic expression which the recent fate of German Jewry 
has evoked, Another volume contains the Songs of Zion 
by Jehuda Halevi in their Hebrew original and an ex- 
cellent German translation by Franz Rosenzweig. The 
importance of the literary work and of the personality of 
Bialik for world Jewry stands out clearly in a thoughtful 
study by Ernst Simon. The little known life of the Jews 
of Yemen becomes familiar to us through an anthology 
of their traditions and the customs of their daily life. 
Germany's leading rabbinical authority, Leo Beck, treats 
in a masterly way the history and the thought of the 
Pharisees. These few titles taken at random, may give 
to the reader some notion of the richness of the Schocken 
Biicherei. Of outstanding importance is the fact that all 
those texts are presented in a form which will be highly 
attractive to the general public. And yet it is not a “pop- 
ular’’ series; the highest standards of selection are scrupu- 
lously applied. The very depth and comprehensiveness 
of the collection will open a new world to the reader. 


Besides the Biicherei and besides some works of purely 
scholarly interest the Schocken-Verlag publishes now all 
the works of the leading German-Jewish thinker, Martin 
Buber, who has an equal claim to prominence through 
his edition and interpretation of WHassidic texts and 
through his religious philosophy and his research into the 
history of religion. Buber undertook jointly with 
Franz Rosenzweig a new German translation of the Bible 
which in a much higher degree than any previous trans- 
lation renders the exact meaning and even the stylistic 
peculiarities of the Hebrew original. Of this great trans- 
lation, which Schocken publishes, the first thirteen volumes 
have apeared containing the Torah and the earlier and 
later prophetic books. A book of greatest value to every- 
one interested in the intellectual development of German 
Jewish youth in the World War and post-war period contains 
the collected letters of Franz Rosenzweig who died in 1929 
after a long illness borne with a strange and resourceful 
intellectual heroism. These letters will go far to explain 
to the foreign reader not only the personality of the author 
but also the almost magic hold which this lonely man 
exercised from his sick-room over some of the best of Ger- 
man youth in all camps of political or religious allegiance. 
The third important author of the Schocken-Verlag, or rath- 
er the fourth if we add the name of the Hebrew writer Ag- 
non, is Franz Kafka, a Jewish prose writer from Prague, who 
died in 1924, and who in the quiet and uneventful life of a 
phthisic middle class clerk math eit literary work of an in- 
ward strength and stylistic consummation springing from 
hidden sources of a deep religious life.This work fascinated 
the literary critics by its mixture of a keen and minute 
realism, of deep and penetrating psychology and of other- 
worldly and transcendent symbolism. In a time of great 
threat to the cultural existence and human dignity of 
German Jewry the pubishing house of Schocken has offered 
to Jews and non-Jews alike the possibility of forming a 
substantiated judgment about the cultural values of Judaism 
and the cultural intensity of Jewish life in Germany. It 
has rendered to Jewish culture and consciousness a service 
the consequences of which will be gauged only in future 
years. 


Another book born out of the crisis of German Jewry 
and to which it seems worthwhile to draw the attention of 
Jewish readers outside Germany, is the collection of Ger- 
man letters which Franz Kobler has edited in Vienna 
under the title Jaden und Judentum in Deutschen 
Briefen aus Drei Jabrhunderten. The book starts with let- 
ters written in the seventeenth century and ends with a 
letter written by Walter Rathenau to a Christian German 
friend in which he, one year before his death, repeats the 


31 


old and loving words: Thy people are my people. There 
ate letters written by Jews and by non-Jews, addressed 
to Jews and to non-Jews, letters exchanged between non- 
Jews on Jewish problems, and all of them give a multi- 
colored and vivid picture of the history of German Jews 
during the last three hundred years and of their relation 
with the non-Jewish world. These last centuries have been 
of tremendous importance for world and for Jewish history ; 
they have put all the peoples of the earth before entirely 
new problems for which again and again new answers 
have been sought and tried. Almost all of the letters had 
already been published and most of them were well known, 
but in this collection they present a new and fascinating 
picture of Jewish life during the struggles of the period 
of assimilation, as lived by the Jews themselves from Moses 
Mendelssohn to Martin Buber and as reflected by German 
personalities from Friedrich Hebbel to Friedrich Nietzsche. 
The author of this important collection is preparing an- 
other volume which is to appear in the summer of this year 
and which will, with letters written during the last fifty 
years from Jews all over the world, present as exciting and 
stirring an autobiography of contemporary Jewry, as the 
first volume has presented of German Jewry during the 
one hundred fifty years during which it represented the 
vanguard of our life throughout the world. 
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"ALIEN" AMERICANS 
@ by C. Hartley Grattan 


N 1933 the Rosenwald Fund invited Dr. B. Schrieke, a 
Dutch ethnologist with long experience in the East 
Indies, to make a survey of the race problem in the United 
States. “Alien Americans” is his report. In many ways 
it is a remarkable document for it is highly realistic in its 
diagnoses, frank in expression, and far from hopeful in 
all of its prescriptions, However, it is not as comprehensive 
as the title implies, for it deals at greatest length with 
the problems of alien peoples (alien, that is, to white 
America but not necessarily alien by law) who are sharply 
differentiated from the mass of Americans by color or cul- 
tural inheritance or both—the Chinese, the Japanese, the 
Mexicans, the Indians, and the Negroes—and gives but 
incidental or no attention to the difficulties of what are 
better described as cultural minorities than racial minorities. 
In this sense, the study is incomplete and we are deprived 
of Dr. Schrieke’s clear-sighted review of various complex 
matters. 


Dr. Schrieke’s approach is both psychological and econ- 
omic and he is “‘advanced’”’ enough to see that the former 
is, at bottom, a reflex of the latter even when it seems to 
lead an independent existence of its own. Thus in each of 
his discussions he gives an analysis of the employment status 
of the group, attempts to judge whether or not the general 
trend of economic evolution promises improvement, and 
devotes special attention to the problems created when the 
children of the original immigrants attempt to rise above 
the status of their parents via the American educational 
system. In the course of all this he has much to say that 
is well-known to those who have been in touch with the 
race problem but which will. be even more unwelcome com- 
ing from a foreign student than when it is expressed by 
Americans. Dr. Schrieke is not afraid to make it plain that 
the “alien” Americans were induced to come to this country 
by big employers seeking low-wage workers; that is to say, 
their original appearance on the American scene is, in most 
instances, attributable to the beneficiaries of exploitation 
whether agricultural or industrial. That these same in- 
dividuals and their allies are now most vocal in advocating 
repression of the “aliens” is simply a caustic commentary 
on their utter irresponsibility. Much of the talk about 
keeping these groups in their places is an effort to prevent 
them from rising in the employment hierarchy and so 
escape the worst forms of exploitation. On the other 
ied. Dr. Schrieke is not hesitant about rubbing in another 
most unwelcome truth: that whites in or near the same 
economic condition as the “aliens”, or but slightly’ above 
it and hence potentially in danger from their competition 
for jobs if they rise, are also strong advocates of repression. 
The A. F. of L. has a bad record in this respect. The 
minimum success of the Communist Party among the Ne- 
groes is attributed largely to the firm policy of non-dis- 
crimination it advocates and supports. 


Naturally and logically the race problem heads up in 
the Negro problem and more space is given to it by Dr. 
Schrieke than to any other. In his discussion he retreats 
to pre-Civil War days and devotes much attention to the 
difficulties of reconstruction after the War. He neatly 
punctures many pet arguments of the White South. In- 
evitably he comes around to the current situation with 
regard to cotton production and gives a lucid analysis of 
the future of American cotton culture in the light of world 


ALIEN AMERICANS: A STUDY IN RACE RELATIONS. 
By B. Schrieke. Viking Press. $2.50 
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and local conditions, The existing situation is a cause 
for pessimism, nor is Dr. Schrieke’s whole-hearted adoption 
of the established Rosenwald panacea, the establishment of 
a free, subsistent, peasantry in the South with white-Negro 
cooperation for its realization, a cause of jubilation. This 
solution is just too slick, and all it amounts to in the end 
is a “rationalization” of a whole section of the country 
to accommodate it to the needs of a declining capitalistic 
industrialism, chiefly located in the north. But if, in the 
final analysis, Dr. Schrieke fails to find a rational solution 
of the problem of the South, he says a good many excellent 
and sharp things along the way. 

It is because he sees so clearly the nature of the problems 
that I regret his having elided many interesting situations 
not muddied by the color question. I should like to read 
him on the position of the nationalities from the east of 
Europe whose problem has been presented on several occa- 
sions by Louis Adamic; I should like to read him on the 
Jewish situation in contemporary America; and I should 
like to have his discussion of a problem I have never seen 
raised in any American periodical: the peculiar situation 
of the English-speaking “alien” of British stock and cultural 
traditions, who is not an Irishman. The fact that I feel a 
decided interest in what Dr. Schrieke would say about these 
matters clearly indicates that I found what he does say in 
his first book on American race problems of the very 
highest interest. 


May Day 
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WILLIAM RANDOLPH HEARST 


HEARST: LORD OF SAN SIMEON. By Oliver Carlson 
and Ernest Sutherland Bates. Viking Press. $3.75. 


wit fascist tendencies in this country daily growing 
bolder, it is a healthy sign that in the first four 
months of 1936, heightened awareness of the danger is re- 
flected in two critical biographies of one of America’s po- 
tential Hitlers, William Randolph Hearst. Ferdinanda Lund- 
berg’s “Imperial Hearst’’ has now been followed by 
“Hearst: Lord of San Simeon”, a collaboration from the 
hands of Oliver Carlson and Ernest Sutherland Bates. Ap- 
parently, however, the publishers did not collaborate on sub- 
titles. Each volume, on a jacket symbolically saffron, an- 
nounces itself as “unauthorized”. This adjective disposes 
of Mrs. Fremont Older, whose “William Randolph Hearst 
—American’’, also one of this year’s publications, bears the 
nihil obstat of the King of Yellow Jcurnalism, 

Mr. Carlson and Mr. Bates do wisely in devoting forty- 
seven pages of three hundred and twelve to pointing 
out the sources of Hearst’s ideology. Too often it is for- 
gotten that he is the second generation of a frontier com- 
munity where social ethics were elementary and where ter- 
rorism—as exemplified in the Vigilantes of the Gold Rush 
period—was accepted as a mode of law-enforcement. 


The consideration of Hearst as a social phenomenon is 
marred now and again by the intrusion of something in- 
credibly like naiveté. The child Hearst, visiting Dublin 
with his mother, was moved to give away “all his money 
and clothes, too” to certain poor people whom he saw, but 
was apparently restrained. 


“Who can tell,” demand Messrs. Carlson and Bates 
moist-eyed, “how the history of the United States might 
have been altered had Willie’s childish impulses not been 
inhibited by his charitable but conventional mother.” 


Other examples of this fault appear in some unconvinc- 
ing references to Hearst’s generosity to his employees (usu- 
ally sporadic), and inthe somewhat uncomfortably drama- 
tic closing pages on San Simeon. 


Whatever Mr. Hearst may be as a human being, he de- 
serves consideration chiefly as a sinister social force. After 
all, William Randolph Hearst has erected in the United 
States a framework for fascism, Owner of twenty-nine 
newspapers, eight news and film services, ten magazines, a 
radio chain and a motion picture corporation in addition to 
his vast mining and real estate interests (his total holdings 
are estimated at $22,000,000), he has both the incentive 
and the physical instruments to prepare the United States 
ideologically for fascism, and he has been busily doing just 
that. 

With his frustrated desire for political power, and with 
these vast resources to back him, he might, if it were not 
for his advanced age, be a likely candidate for the role of 
an American Hitler. Mr. Bates and Mr. Carlson, repre- 
senting the Lord of San Simeon as a none too happy old 
man fearing the icy clutch of death in the midst of all his 
feudal splendor, feel hopefully that when Hearst is dead 
“the meanest victim of his pen who still treads the earth 
will be more powerful” than he. 


This would be comforting if true. But Hearst’s death 
will probably not dissipate his empire. The organization he 
has built up is too valuable to the capitalistic system, Others 
will carry on and make use of the channels he has created 
and coordinated. Illiberality and prejudice engendered by 
his newspapers will also continue to live in the minds of 
millions, making them especially susceptible to the virus of 
fascism. Even after his death, his sinister influence will go 
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marching on as far as the vigilance of the American people 
will permit. 

Mr. Carlson and Mr. Bates have done a careful, readable 
intelligent and useful study, even if it is not always as real- 
istic in attitude as one could wish. Their detailed inquiry 
into the life and ethics of Senator George Hearst is espe- 
cially illuminating. Valuable, too, is the material on 
Hearst’s political life, his part in the Spanish-American War, 
his proven forgeries and his opportunism as an editor, in- 
cluding his recent Red-baiting, anti-Soviet activities. The 
authors have made very vivid the undoubtedly pathological 
personality of a man who was entrusted by our system with 
wealth and opportunity for real leadership, yet who—per- 
verted by the capitalism that produced him—misused his 
power and made of himself one of the classic misleaders of 


our efa. 
ANITA GRANNIS. 
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RACE DIFFERENCES 


RACE DIFFERENCES. By Otto Klineberg. Harper & 
Brothers. $2.50. 

WE EUROPEANS: A Survey of Racial Problems. By 
Julian S. Huxley, A. C. Haddon, and A. M. Carr-Saunders. 
Harper & Brothers. $2.50. 


|. hee these books are scientific broadsides against race 
hatred; Dr. Klineberg’s book is much more than that. 
The writers of both are animated by the conviction that 
“there is no reason . . . to treat two people differently be- 
cause they differ in physical type”. In neither case, how- 
ever, is this conviction divorced from a realistic awareness 
of the historic reality of race hatred and group antagonism. 
Group sentiment is, in the opinion of the writers of “We 
Europeans’, “one of the most primitive emotional stimuli, 
and also one of the most enduring”. It is a dispas- 
sionate analysis of the theories of race superiority which 
have been constructed in justification of race hatred, that 
these volumes are addressed. 

The findings are in both cases negative: Dr. Klineber 
agrees with the authors of “We Europeans” that “nothing 
in the nature of ‘pure race’ in the biological sense of the 
word has any existence”; they, in turn, agree with him that 
after a thorough examination of intelligence-testing done in 
a large number of groups, we are driven to the conclusion 
that “there is no adequate proof of fundamental race dif- 
ferences in mentality, and that those differences which are 
found are in all probability due to culture and the social 
environment.” None of the authors is naive enough to 
believe that with the knocking of its theoretic props from 
under it, a death blow is dealt to race hatred. All, how- 
ever, are aware of the important function the schools have 
to perform in disseminating this scientific knowledge con- 
cerning race. 

What the causes of racé antagonisms are, Dr. Klineberg 
finds it by no means easy to determine. He reserves judg- 
ment on the current tendency “to see in the race problem 
merely one aspect of the class war,” but he does hazard a 
suggestive guess earlier in the book, that the mutually 
unintelligible, overt behavior of two different groups may 
be “in part responsible for the misunderstanding between 
groups of differing culture.” This is in substantial agree- 
ment with the position of Drs. Huxley and Haddon, that 
group sentiment is based on geographic, climatic, social, 
and cultural factors, ‘‘strengthened by a belief in a fic- 
titious ‘blood’-tie’’”. 

Of the two books, Dr. Klineberg’s, though it is the 
more scientific, and is written “primarily for students’, 
is much the more readable one, and the “intelligent layman” 
whom he mentions in his preface will find no difficulty 
at all in examining the evidence and following the argu- 
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ment. With rare scholarship and a lucid, engaging style 
Dr. Klineberg takes his reader through a critical examina- 
tion of a staggering mass of literature on the subject of 
biological, psychological, and cultural differences among 
groups. The book might have profitted by a detailed 
chapter on Genetics such as we find in ‘““We Europeans’, 
but nothing that is relevant to the problem of race is left 
untouched, 

But Dr. Klineberg is interested in pushing his investiga- 
tion back to a more fundamental problem. Given the irre- 
ducible fact that groups do differ in their behavior and 
culture, what is the genesis of these differences? The two 
negative results of the investigation, namely, that these 
differences are of neither biological or psychological origin, 
serve to clear away a good deal of the ground. As to the 
positive sources of these differences, Dr. Klineberg con- 
siders it beyond the scope of his book to attempt an analysis 
of them. He does suggest a host of contributing factors: 
physical environment, history, economic life, contact with 
other peoples, outstanding individuals, the fortunes of war, 
etc. At any rate, what is important, is his pursuit of the 
right method of first clearing away the factors that do 
not contribute to the formation of differing cultures. And 
as such his book is an invaluable contribution to the spade- 
work in preparation for a Philosophy of Civilization. 


ISAAC FRANCK 
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SOCIALIST MILWAUKEE 


CITY GOVERNMENT, by Daniel W. Hoan. New York: 

Harcourt, Brace & Co. 365 pp. $2.50. 

5 goal of socialism is the abolition of private 

ownership, control of all means of production, and 
the substitution of an economy for use instead of profit. 
On the road to their goal socialists occupy themselves 
with the immediate demands that crop up in the day by 
day class struggle. It happens, by the continuing shifting 
of forces, that socialists come into public office in a city or 
in a country. But they have not the power to carry out 
their main objective—the socialization of the land, the fac- 
tories, and the means of communications, So what do 
they do?- They just give good government. This has been 
the case in Vienna, Austria, until the fascist Dollfuss 
smashed, with the aid of Mussolini, the finest example 
of municipal socialism in the world, 

Milwaukee, Wisconsin, has not much municipal social- 
ism, but it has an exemplary socialist administration. Under 
Mayor Hoan it has become the best governed and cleanest 
social-minded city in this country. The socialist policy 
there has not been to economize at the expense of those 
social services the city masses need, like schools, play- 
grounds and hospitals. A low tax rate was not the ob- 
jective. The policy has been to achieve the highest possible 
level of municipal service, without waste or graft. 

For city government comes closest to the individual in 
his day by day life than does any other branch of govern- 
ment. A municipality is really a great service corporation. 
The masses, the workers are dependent on this municipal 
service for what touches them closest. It is the workers 
and the lower middle class who are most vitally concerned 
with a maximum program of human welfare, Bankers, 
public utility magnates, realty exploiters, and the underworld 
can get along without these services, They do not need 
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them or can purchase them. The city is for them simply 
a lucrative field of investment, from which to reap big 
profits, to exploit it at the expense of the general population. 

Mayor Hoan points out all these facts clearly, lucidly 
and concisely, with an abundance of supporting data. Mayor 
Hoan tells of his twenty years of experience wrestling. 
with the real rulers of Milwaukee, fighting against tre- 
mendous obstacles and the sabotage of bankers, newspapers 
and the like, to carry out his program to convert Milwaukee 
into an effective instrument of social change, As Mayor 
Hoan states it, he was successful because he worked through 
a working class party in which every public official is held 
strictly responsible for his every act. The national and 
international objectives of the Socialist Party have prevented 
it from deteriorating into a selfish aggregation of chronic 
office seekers. It can apply a discipline that no capitalist 
graft-ridden party possesses. 

For Labor Zionists this problem of government in the 
interests of the workers by a working class party is crucial. 
That is the problem being faced in Palestine, especially 
in Tel Aviv. Mayor Hoan’s book supplies much needed 
information and many valuable ideas to those who seek 
or have already cast in their lot with Labor. 

R. E. ASHERY 


KITVEI YTZHAK BEN-ZWI, Mizpah Publishing Co. 
Tel Aviv, 5 volumes $7.50. (Books may be ordered 
through Jewish Frontier, 1225 Broadway, New York 
City.) 

ie Mizpah Publishing Company of Tel Aviv has 

issued a five volume edition of Collected Writings 
by Ytzhak Ben Zwi. The second and third volumes con- 
tain studies on survivals of medieval Jewish settlements in 
modern Palestine. Volume Four offers an analysis of the 

Jewish and non-Jewish Palestinian population, and Volume 

Five consists of a series of articles on Jewish problems 

in Islam countries and in Eretz Israel. The most attractive 

volume, from the standpoint of the general reader, is the 
first, which presents a varied fare of personal reminiscences 
concerning the origins of the Socialist-Zionist movement in 

Russia, the beginnings of the Labor movement in Palestine; 

the Labor movement in Turkey; memories of Eretz Israel 

during war days and of life in the Jewish Legion. Par- 
ticularly interesting to the American public are excerpts 
from the diary Ben-Zwi kept in 1915. In that year Ben- 

Zwi visited seventeen American cities where he undertook 

to organize Halutz group. Ben-Zwi’s notes on the discus- 

sions and questions put to him by members of the American 

Poale-Zion party constitute a valuable commentary on the 

naive enthusiasm and unrealistic understanding of the Pales- 

tinian situation which then dominated American Zionism. 

The volume, despite its dry, unpretentious, matter-of-fact 

style, is quite moving. It contains a large quantity of sug- 

gestive historical material, 
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COMMUNICATIONS 


FROM ALBERT EINSTEIN 


(Albert Einstein's Message to the Third Seder of the Na- 
tional Labor Committee for the workers in Palestine) 


cy" more you are gathered in these first days of spring 
to observe the Pesach festival which has so often 
given the Jewish people comfort and courage in difficult 
times. Once more the powers of darkness in Europe have 
risen against us to persecute us with slander, brutal force 
and economic oppression, but when we look at our enemies 
our conviction is strengthened that we are on the side of 
the forces of life and national liberation. We remain 
true to a tradition that has led us as a people safely through 
millenia and has raised up among us men who have brought 
something of wisdom, knowledge and justice into a world 
smitten with dark passions. 


In this time of suffering there shines a light that our 
fathers in former times of misery were not destined to 
see—Palestine. What the work of our brothers and the 
financial assistance of the entire Jewish people has there 
created out of a semi-desert may fill us all with joy and 
pride. We may also be proud that through this work we 
have furthered the economic interests of the Arab popula- 
tion of Palestine as well. If we continue this work in a spirit 
of genuine solidarity with the Arab people we will gradu- 
ally achieve a peaceful co-operation which political dis- 
turbers will no longer be able to threaten seriously. 


When we think of Palestine, it gives us pleasure to 
remember the encouragement which this work has received 
from the English mandate. In consideration of the terrific 
pressure that weighs down our brothers in middle and east- 
ern Europe, the mandatory power, remembering the solemn 
promise it gave us in the Balfour Declaration, has per- 
mitted a substantial immigration. We Jews will never for- 
get what the English government has done for us at a 
time when Palestine was the only land of refuge for masses 
of our people. I know that among us there are fears based 
on concrete facts, that in this difficult hour England ts 
putting constantly increasing difficulties in the way of our 
immigration and our acquisition of ee cultivated 
lands, difficulties which are the result neither of regard for 
the limited capacity of the country nor of justifiable regard 
for the Arab peasants, But I have faith in England’s 
promise; when government and public opinion in England 
will become aware of the situation the hindrance will 
disappear. England will not allow their single legitimate 
refuge to be cond to the victims of barbaric oppression. 


One more thing about Palestine. The necessities of the 
time should not mislead us into conceiving Palestine as 
only, or even principally, a place of refuge for the op- 
pressed. The work of construction in Palestine must be- 
come primarily the embodiment of the social ideal of life 
which forms the most important element in Jewish tradi- 
tion. Jewish Palestine must not become a land of exploita- 
tion. Equality of rights and duties and the encouragement 
of free development for all individuals must be kept alive 
there. The spirit of comradeship must be strengthened 
and every sense must be kept alert so that the contemporary 
plague of fascism can make no progress in our ranks. 

Let partisan strife continue to flourish among us as it 
always has in times. How can this be avoided among 
people who try to think and judge with their own minds? 
But in one thing we must have complete unanimity—in 
respect for social justice. 

ALBERT EINSTEIN 





WBNX PROTESTS 


SIR: 


I am submitting herewith some information relative to 
the statement contained in the article “Scapegoats of Hate” 
by Isidore Abramowitz (Jewish Frontier, April, 1936) 
about the DKV contract on the radio station WBNX. 

The DKV has not been broadcasting with our facilities 
since December 31st, 1935 at which time a contract entered 
into previously with Mr. J. F. Paffrath of the DKV was 
broken. The reason for this breach is that officials of 
Station WBNX refused to permit the DKV to broadcast 
any propaganda detrimental to the Jewish race and also 
forced them to revise their literature leaving out all refer- 
ence to racial prejudice. The result was that after several 
broadcasts, representatives of the DKV protested against 
these restrictions. Officials of WBNX however, pointed 
out that the program was accepted only as a musical pro- 
gram with advertising specifically for the purpose of pro- 
moting trading stamps and WBNX refused to permit any 
deviation from this course. Thereafter the DKV discon- 
tinued their program and moved to another station and at 
the present time WBNX is suing DKV for the contract. 

You will, in this connection, be interested in several 
clauses which appear in the contract made between WBNX 
and the DKV. They are quoted here verbatim from the 
agreement: 

1. Any books, pamphlets or literature offered on broar- 
casts covered by this contract, must be submitted to WBNX 
and have their approval before being offered over their 
facilities. 

2. Names, addresses, business and products of all ad- 
vertisers on this program must be submitted to and re- 
ceive the sanction of WBNX. 

3. Nothing contained in any of your broadcast material 
or publication is to be political or sectarian in its nature 
but the program shall be for the purpose of straight ad- 
vertising only. 

4. If in the opinion of the management of WBNX 
the program might be considered as detrimental to its in- 
terests, WBNX shall have the right to cancel at any time. 

Let me explain at this time that the original representa- 
tion of the DKV when they came to us with the program 
was that they were not officially connected with the Beo- 
bachter, despite anything that newspapers might say. Know- 
ing the Beobachter's capacity for sensational hate-breeding 
rot, I, for one, never paid any attention to whatever they 
printed. In any event, it came to us from many sources 
that the DKV felt strangled at the restrictions imposed 
upon them by our contract. We made it clear to Mr. 
Paffrath that our only interest in his organization was that 
it must be conducted on ethical business principles and 
he informed us that its only interest was in promoting 
trading stamps so as to build business for the stores asso- 
ciated with the plan. In this sense it was a profit-sharing 
idea which is accepted in this country as a good promotion 
scheme. 

We then asked to see all literature and the DKV showed 
us a “buying guide” containing the names of their mem- 
bers. In this guide was one paragraph referring to ‘mak- 
ing purchases only in Aryan stores’. We informed them 
that this paragraph was objectionable and that not only 
were they refrained from making such statements on the 
air, but to show their good faith they must delete such 
statements from their literature. Unfortunately I haven't 
a copy of the guide with me, but the DKV was obviously 
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so anxious to get on the air with their trading stamp idea 


that they relented and removed the paragraph. 
want a copy of it, I think perhaps I can get it). 

If, as is claimed, and has since been proven, the DKV 
was a propaganda outfit, they certainly put on a lambie- 
pampie radio program—if not from choice, certainly from 
ptessure on our part. And may I state that if the same pres- 
sure could be exerted on their propaganda activities, the 
propagandists would expire from the silence with which they 
were shrouded. 

In any event, the facts as they now stand are simply 
these. The DKV is not on this station and has not been 
since December of last year. When they were on this sta- 
tion they wete prevented from issuing any propaganda. 

LEON GOLDSTEIN, 
Publicity Director, WBNX 


AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 
ON’ WBNX 


(If you 


SIR: 

I have read with a great deal of interest the copy of 
the letter which you sent us from the publicity representa- 
tive of Station WBNX. I can only summarize for you the 
experience of the American Jewish Congress with this 
station. 

While it is true that from time to time the station has 
given space to Jewish broadcasts, it has become associated 
in the public mind with DKV, which has regularly broad- 
cast programs requesting support of this organization over 
the facilities of the station, And in the very nature of 
things, the station is in the position of advancing the 
purposes of one of the most militant Nazi organizations 
in this country. 

The DKV, as you probably know, is a boycott organiza- 
tion and was associated with the Friends of New Germany, 
which is the front for the Nazi movement in the United 
States. In addition to that, we know, despite what Mr. 
Goldstein says, that the Horst Wessel song—that vicious 
anti-Semitic song—has been sung over the station in the 
broadcasts of the DKV. Moreover, in the course of the 
DKV broadcasts, the DKV has asked for support of the 
Deutscher Beobachter, the Nazi newspaper which patterns 
itself after the Beobachter of Germany, the official paper 
of the Nazi Government and one of the most virulent 
anti-Semitic newspapers in the world. 

We have, on several occasions, addressed ourselves to 
the station and asked for an explanation of the reasons 
why WBNX continues to give time to Nazi broadcasts. 
We have never gotten any satisfaction. 

I note what Mr. Goldstein says about the discontinuance 
of the DKV contract with WBNX. May I point to a 
discrepancy in Mr. Goldstein’s letter to you? In one place 
he says that officials of the station were responsible for 
securing the omission of the Aryan Paragraph references 
from the official guide book of the DKV. Mr. Goldstein 
must regard you as very naive indeed if he offers you 
this bit of news, which is absolutely untrue and which, in 
the nature of things, could not be true since the DKV 
would have had to suspend rather than give up this Aryan 
Paragraph principle and practice on which the whole or- 
ganization is based. Unfortunately, I think, he puts himself 
into the position of acknowledging a rather intimate knowl- 
edg of the organization, and of deliberately closing his eyes 
to the implications of the broadcasts of the DKV. 

This is further proved in a letter addressed on December 
23rd, 1935, by Mr. W. C. Alcorn, Vice-President and 
General Manager of the Standard Cahill Company, Inc., the 
company which operates WBNX, to Mr. Joachim Paffrath, 
then the leader of DKV, in which he asks the latter to 
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secure for him some reduced travel rates “inasmuch as you 
had travel bureau members in DKV.” All the travel bureau 
members listed in the DKV booklet are Aryans or else 
are not eligible for membership, and are committed to the 
anti-Jewish boycott principle. I should be very happy to 
permit you to see a photostatic copy of Mr. Alcorn’s letter. 
So you see, the station was officially and personally smil- 
ing on the DKV and its anti-Semitic purposes and was 
perfectly willing to profit from these vicious anti-Semitic 
practices. 

DR, JOSEPH TENENBAUM 

CHAIRMAN, BOYCOTT COMMITTEE 

AMERICAN JEWISH CONGRESS 


SHIPLACOFF FOREST 


(The Abraham Shiplacoff Memorial Committee is issuing 
the following Appeal to the Jewish Workers.) 
Two years ago, Abraham Shiplacoff died; he was a lead- 


er of the Jewish workers; he devoted his life to the socialist 
and labor movements. From early youth, until his last day, 
he was attached, heart and soul, to the Jewish masses both 
here and abroad. 

During the last ten years of his life, Shiplacoff was 
absorbed in the Jewish workers of Palestine. He was for 
many years chairman of the Palestine Labor Campaign. 

We, the followers and friends of Abraham Shiplacoff, 
want his memory to be a beacon for future generations; we 
are certain that we are acting in the spirit of his aims and 
dreams in planning to immortalize his memory through the 
planting of a forest in Palestine. The Histadrut—the Fed- 
eration of Jewish Workers in Palestine, will supervise the 
forest and there erect a monument to Shiplacoff. 

The J. N. F. is granting free land for a forest of 10,000 
trees (a tree costs $1.50). We are sure that it will be 
simple to raise this fund among the thousands of friends 
and followers of Abraham Shiplacoff. We are certain that 
all Jewish workers and all those who knew and valued 
him will aid in planting the Shiplacoff Forest in Palestine. 
We appeal to individuals and organizations to immediately 
send contributions. A certificate will be issued for every 
tree. 

With Fraternal Greetings, 
THE ABRAHAM SHIPLACOFF MEMORIAL COMMITTEE 


David Dubinsky, Sidney Hillman, Max Zaritsky, Honorary Chairmen 
Morris Finestone, Chairman Dr. Enzo Sereni 


Harry Wander, Treasurer = = ~~ 

H. Ehrenreich, Sertary s vasa 
Luigi Antonini Louis Waldman David Pinski 

M. Evensky I. Vasilavsky Ab. Cahan 

H, Arial David Wertheim Alexander Kahn 

y Breslau Abraham Liessen P. L. Kapp 

Louis P. Goldberg M. Langer Max Cohen 

I. H. Goldberg H. Lang P. Cruso 

Reuben Guskin Ab. Miller Hillel Rogoff 

Max Goodman Saul Metz Alex Rose 

L. Glantz Goldie Myerson Z. Rubashow 
Hayim Greenberg Isidore Nagler B, Zuckerman 
Adolph Held Judge Ch, Solomon Joseph Schlossberg 
Isaac Hamlin Louis Segal S. Shore 

NEW YORK An impressive and productive confer- 


CONFERENCE: ence was held at Hotel McAlpin on 
on Sunday, April Sth, with I. Hamlin pre- 
siding, attended by members of Administrative Committee 
and leading works of Greater New York League units. A 
report was submitted by Pinchas Cruso, National Secretary, 
on the status of League and its cultural and functional ac- 
tivities throughout the country; and by A. Mallach on bus- 
iness matters of Jewish Frontier. A nation-wide member- 
ship and subscription campaign was adopted for the month 
of May. (Instructions and recommendations and all neces- 
sary equipment are being sent by the National office to all 
League chapters.). . .. On presentation by Dr. Enzo Sereni 
of the problems and significance of American Hechalutz 








ole 

and Hakshara, the conference has decided to inaugurate the 
campaign for $17,500.00, the minimum budget of the fiscal 
year for the equipment and maintenance of the three exist- 
ing training farms in Freehold, New Jersey, Liberty, N. Y., 
and Minneapolis, Minnesota. The standing committee for 
the Hechalutz elected at the New York Conference of Feb- 
tuary 25th, consisting of Jacob Billikopf, Dr. Emanuel 
Gamoran, Rabbi Edward L. Israel, Dr. Amron G. Robison, 
and Joseph Schlossberg, is endeavoring with the help of 
a number of influential participants in the New York He- 
chalutz Conference, to form special pro-Hechalutz commit- 
tees within their communities or institutions. 

The committee of five, under the chairmanship of Rabbi 
Israel will co-ordinate their activities with the Mid-Western 
Committee, elected at the recent Conference in Chicago, and 
also with the League Committee for the Hechalutz, con- 
sisting of P. Cruso, S. Dingol, Samuel Goldstein, Jeremia 
Haggai, Evelyn Sinaiko, and Judah Wattenberg. The He- 
chalutz Campaign will commence on May 10th and will 
last for three weeks. A special leaflet on the Hechalutz 
and booklets with coupons of various denominations, will 
soon be supplied to all League chapters and Hechalutz com- 
mittees. . . . Zalman Rubashow spoke on the importance of 
a summer seminar and its significance for the entire Labor 
Zionist Movement, submitted a curriculum for the seminar 
which will include many courses on various phases of Zion- 
ism, Palestine, and Jewish world problems, under the guid- 
ance of competent teachers. The project was enthusiastically 
received by the Conference, pledging the League’s whole- 
hearted cooperation. . . . Upon the proposal of Mr. H. 
Ehrenreich, the Conference endorsed the Shiplacoff Memo- 
rial Project for the planting of a forest in Palestine (see 
appeal elsewhere in this issue) and instructed the Admin- 
istrative Committee to communicate with all League chapters. 


CHICAGO CONFERENCE A Mid-West conference on 
FOR THE HECHALUTZ:. te-orientation of Jewish 

youth was held last Sunday, 
Auril 26th, at the Morrison Hotel, under the auspices of 
the Chicago League. During the morning session, after the 
opening remarks by R. K. Zetland, and by the presiding 
officer of the session, Samuel A. Goldsmith, papers were 
read by Dr. I. M. Rubinow on “The need for economic 
normalization among Jews”, and by Dr. Enzo Sereni on 
“The rehabilitation projects for Jewish youth in Europe”. 
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The afternoon session, under the chairmanship of Rabbi 
Felix A, Levy, heard addresses by Professor S. Perlman, on 
“Jews in the Labor Movement in the United States’; by — 
Goldie Myerson, on “Reorientation of Jewish youth through °- 
the Histadrut”, The conference ended with a symposium 
on “Labor Zionism’s approach to Jewish problems”, with 
Dr. I. M. Rubinow, Goldie Myerson, and Dr. Sereni par- 
ticipating. .. . Among the sponsors of the Conference were: 
Labor leaders: Sam Levine, General Manager of the Amal- 
gamated Union; Morris Bialis, Vice-President of the Inter- 
national Ladies Garment Workers’ Union; Samuel Lader- 
man, of the Federation of Jewish Unions; Samuel H. Hol- 
land; Lillian Herstein, of the Chicago Federation of Labor. 
Rabbis: Solomon Goldman, Felix A. Levy, and Joshua A. 
Leibman ; Educators: §. M. Blumenfield, Dr. Leo L. Honor, 
and Israel B. Rappaport; Center Executives and Jewish so- 
cial service leaders: Virginia Frank, Samuel A. Goldsmith, 
Jacob Kepecs, S. B. Schwartz, and Dr. Philip L. Seman, 
League leaders: Eli Bortniker, S$, Dulsky, Arthur Goldberg, 
B. R. Harris, Meyer Halushka, Judah Pilch, Dr. D. Rebel- 
sky, Harry Reiter, and R. K. Zetland. . . . During April, 
Goldie Myerson has visited Saskatoon, Regina, Winnipeg, 
Minneapolis, St. Paul, Omaha, Milwaukee, and Chicago, As 
a result of her tour new groups are being organized in Port- 
land, Oregon, Omaha and Winnipeg. . . . During the 
month a number of lectures were held under the auspices 
of the League: New York Forum with Dr. H. Fineman; 
Manhattan Chapter with A. Revusky, and R. Margolin; Sea 
Gate Forum with Rose Stoloff ; Cleveland with Rabbi Israel ; 
Baltimore with Rabbi Wohl; Hartford with Miriam Lipton; 
Wichita, Kansas City, and St. Louis, with Avis Shulman of 
Chicago; Havana, Cuba with Baruch Zuckerman. Zucker- 
man is now the guest of our League in Mexico City, where 
they are conducting the Palestine Labor Campaign. A series 
of lectures by Zuckerman, are being sponsored by the 
League. . . . On May 10th, Lag B’Omer, there will be an 
outing to the Hakshara Farm in Freehold, New Jersey. 
Members planning to join the trip are requested to get in 
touch with national office. . . . A 32-page booklet by H. 
Frumkin on the progress of Palestine will be off the press 
next week. It contains valuable data analyzing every phase 
of economic development during the last four years. To 
assure a large distribution, the selling price has been re- 
duced to 5c. Chapters are requested to place their orders 
immediately. 
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